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ADVERTISEMENT: 


OtwithRanding the number and variety 

of publications upon the preſent ſub- 

Jet, the Author flatters himſelf that his ob- 

ſervations (the reſult of, much experience) will 

not be unacceptable to the Faculty ; eſpecially 

the junior part of it, to whoſe peruſal this 
Eſſay is particularly recommended. 


Common caſes, or ſuch as daily occur, and 
are not attended with any unuſual ſymptoms 
are purpoſely omitted; and to avoid prolixity, 
a few only of the other kind are inſerted, they 
being thought ſufficient to elucidate the ſubject. 


order to obviate the idea of relapſes, which 


wiſe have ſuggeſted. 


Parkament ini 
June 26th, I 780. 


Recent caſes are likewiſe pretermitted, in 


; even the moſt impartial reader might other- 
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PRACTICAL ESSAY: 


ON THE 


VENEREAL DISEASE, @&c. 


THE Venereal Diſeaſe, beyond all others, 
having by its peculiar virulence and fre- 
quent attacks upon the human body, made 
the moſt alarming depredations therein, no 
temporal ſubject, I preſume, ought ſooner 
to claim our attention, than the thorough 


inveſtigation and ſpeedy ſubjection of ſo for- 


midable an enemy. Many and various have 


been the opinions of the learned, relative to 


the time and place of its firſt appearance 


this circumſtance has afforded an ample 
field for diſputation to both ancients and 
moderns; of whom ſome the moſt eminent, 
at different periods, have very ingeniouſfly 
and candidly treated upon the ſubject: not- 


withſtanding which, the matter is yet 
doubtful and likely to remain ſo. A know- 


ledge of the preciſe origin of the diſeaſe 
muſt however appear of but little impor- 
tance, when put in competition with that 


of the moſt effectual remedy for the radical 
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cure of it. I ſhall therefore leave ſuch con- 
troverſies to thoſe who are fonder of, or 
may be better qualified to adjuſt them than 
myſelf, and reſt contented, with recom- 
mending the moſt radical and caſy method 
of removing ſo Joathſome a diſeaſe. This 
mode of cure is the moſt gentle and effica- 
cious, as will appear in the following pages: 

it will ſtand the teſt of the ſtricteſt ſcrutiny, 
being founded on the broad baſis of long 
experience and uninterrupted ſucceſs. In 
ſupport of this aſſertion, I ſhall produce 
ſome very remarkable caſes, ſelected from 
many hundreds, where the uſual or general 
modes of cure had proved abortive. 


— 


Ir has been frequently obſerved, that 
eee knowledge of a diſeaſe is half its cure; 
in no inſtance can I ſuppoſe this adage to 

C have been more fully verified than in the 
3 Venereal Diſeaſe, which, Proteus like, ap- 

pears in ſo many different forms, that very 

often it will require no ſmall ſhare of judg- 
ment and experience to diſtinguiſh it from 


ſome other diſtemper, whoſe ſymptoms it 


may reſemble in many reſpects, or with 
which 
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which it may in reality be combined. This 
being the caſe we muſt not wonder at the 


many errors daily committed by the igno- 
rant, or inexperienced in the profeſſion. 


ALMOST innumerable have been tlie 
inſtances of reputed rheumatiſms, nervous 
head-achs, wandering gouts, ſcurvies, de- 
clines, conſumptions, &c. &c. which, upon 
a minute inveſtigation, have been — 


to be venereal, A happy circumſtance, 3 
when this diſcovery is made early enough 


to ſave the patient from an untimely grave; 


but alas! how frequently does the reverſe . 


happen ? 


THis melancholy obſervation is parti- 
cularly corroborated in the great number 
of atrophies, or conſumptions, by which 
the inhabitants of this iſland are many of 
them ſuppoſed to be deſtroyed, This 
fatality has generally been aſcribed to the 
climate, but I am firmly perſuaded, that, 


upon a ſtrict and impartial enquiry, many 


other cauſes may be aſſigned; and amongſt 
them, Venus will be found to have had no 
B 2 | ſmall 
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e to be ef this 


opinion from the many inſtances that have 


A 


fallen under my own immediate inſpection, 


' where patients, after having been pro- 


nounced to be in the laſt ſtages of a con- 
ſumption, and given over as loſt, have 
been perfectly reſtored by the uſe of anti- 
venereals. A circumſtance of ſuch impor- 
tance, moſt certainly merits the attention 


of every medical practitioner. Should this 


admonition take the defired effect, I ſhall 
experience the greateſt ſatis faction in hav- 
ing rendered ſuch an eſſential ſervice to the 
community. 


I the following ſheets it will evidently 
ar, that the Venereal Diſeaſe, in every 


2 
a 
I — — 4 or ſtage, from the mildeſt to the moſt 
ie en, may be perfectly, eaſily, and 


Uely cured, without falivation ; and that 


r PH the patient, although labouring under a 


confirmed pox, will not be confined within 
doors a fingle day during the whale time 
he may be taking ſuch medicines as will 
effect a radical cure, I ſhall likewiſe de- 
monſtrate that gleets of every denomination 

are 


0 ag 
are curable, provided the origin of each be LE 
duly inveſtigated, and in conſequence there. C24 S44 


of, a ſuitable remedy not only applied, but 
regularly perſevered in for a length of time, 
proportionable to the cauſe: to the want 
of that perſeverance, in my opinion, may 
often be aſcribed the want of ſucceſs in 
the general treatment of gleets; for I do 
not recolle& (amongſt the great number 
and variety, of my patients for ſeveral years 
paſt) three caſes which did not give way, 
or were not cured, by properly and ſtrictly 
perſiſting in the uſe of injections or bougies, 
and ſome internal alteratives, 


To prove not only the inexpediency, but 
the inefficacy of ſalivation in venereal ma- 
ladies, I ſhall produce ſeveral caſes, in which 
its effects were merely palliative; in other 
words, afforded only a temporary relief al- 
though repeated even to a fourth or fifth 
time; after which the ſame patients (not- 
withſtanding the violent ſhock, and manifeſt 
injury their conſtitutions had thereby ſuſ- 
tained) were perfectly and radically cured 
by that eaſy gentle method, which I mean 


to recommend, namely, the alterative one, 
Fo R 


E 1 
F OR argument ſake only, ſuppoſe we 


admit that ſalivation 1 is efficient and might 


pe depended upon 3 what man in his ſenſes 
but would give the preference to the me- 
thod here propoſed? when he conſiders 
how extremely diſguſting and painful the 
proceſs of ſalivation is univerſally allowed 
to be; the conſequent confinement indiſ- 
penſably neceſſary therein, and the many 
other diſagreeables that generally or fre- 
quently ſucceed it; ſuch as deſtruction of 
the teeth and gums, and the fœtid or ſtink- 
ing breath thereby occaſioned; the great 
relaxation of the ſalivary glands, or an 
eroſion of their excretory ducts, producing 
a copious troubleſome flow of ſaliva, per- 
haps for the remainder of life; together 
with the derangement of the whole frame, 
in ſuch a degree as ſeldom to be got the 
better of, even by thoſe who may have 
been originally poſſeſſed of the beſt ſtamina, 
or ſtrongeſt conſtitution. 


ALL theſe circumſtances duly conſidered, 
it is rather ſurpriſing that ſalivation has not 
long fince been univerſally exploded ; the 
only aſſignable reaſon muſt be the want of a 


proper 
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proper ſuccedaneum: that, however, very 
happily for mankind, can no longer be 
pleaded in excuſe, as the alterative method 
is daily gaining ground from the following 
very cogent reaſons, viz, the operation of 
proper alteratives being ſo extremely mild 
and gentle as to admit of being ſafely ad- 
miniſtered at any time or ſeaſon, to perſons 
of all ages, and of each ſex: to pregnant 
women almoſt the whole time of geſtation, 
even to the laſt month, from which happy 
circumſtance, the foetus and its mother 
both receive a cure at the ſame time. 


Two other very material advantages are 
to be derived from the uſe of alteratives 
firſt, the certainty of cure, even in the 
worſt, the moſt jnveterate caſes, where 
many repeated ſalivations have proved in- 
effectual; ſecondly, not the leaſt confine- 
ment being requiſite throughout the whole 
courſe, which to the mercantile part of the 
world is a circumſtance of no little impor- 
tance, the patient being able to tranſact bu- 
ſineſs as well in the open air as elſewhere, 
and there being no other reſtriction, or al- 

teration 
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teration reſpecting his diet, than the omiſ- 
ſion of acids, he will not be under any ap- 
prehenſion of a diſcovery taking place in 
the family. 


'F 4  AnoTHER particular in favour of theſe 
F: * —Jmedicines is, that contrary to the effects of 
pile bool others, they will increaſe the appetite, 
and thereby accelerate the cure, during the 
performance of which the patient's food 
cannot be of too nutritious a nature, inſo- 
much that meat may be allowed twice or 


thrice per day, in preference to gruels, pty- 
ſans, or ſlops of any kind. 


Tn only diſadvantage that attends the 

„ atlterative method, is this; patients being 
at large the whole time, and capable of pur- 

lf ſuing either buſineſs or pleaſure, ſome are 
* apt to prefer the latter, and very frequently 
| not only neglect taking the medicine, but 
commit various exceſſes, and ſometimes 
contract freſh infections, while we are en- 
deavouring to remove the old one, Indeed, 
ſome have been frank enough to confeſs, 
that a ſpecies of ceconomy had given rife 
to theſe irregularities, from a ſuppoſition 
3 that 
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that no additional expence would be in- 
curred, they thought it therefore the pro- 
pereſt time to gratify ſuch inclinations, 
not conſidering that violent exertions of 
the parts affected muſt certainly procraſti- 
nate the cure, ſhould they even be fortunate 
enough to eſcape an increaſe of the venereal 
virus. 


SALIVATION has none of theſe obſtacles 
to combat with, for when once a man has 
completely immerſed himſelf into that de- 
lightful ſtate, it will ſeldom, if ever hap- 
pen, that he will, ſo circumſtanced, be 
poſſeſſed of either ability or inclination to 
deviate-from the moſt rigid injunctions that 
may be impoſed by his doors, medicinal 


or divine. In ſupport of this opinion no- 1 
thing more will be neceſſary than a recital 7 27, 2a 


of ſome few of the concomitant ſymptoms 
or conſtant attendants on a perfect ſali- 
vation: namely, a tumefaction of the head, 
face, and throat, to a great degree, with 
much pain and inflammation therein; thus 
the tongue frequently becomes too large 


for the mouth, which by this time is 


& excoriated 
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excoriated and extremely tender, together 
with the gums, tonſils, and all the neigh- 
bouring parts; in fine, the whole mouth 
and its appendages become one foul ulcer, 


from which iſſues a ſtench that may be 


better conceived than deſcribed, accom- 
panied with a ptyaliſm or ſpitting, in quan- 
tity from two to ſix pints in the twenty- 
four hours; which agreeable proceſs is to 


be continued ſome weeks, and in the courſe 
of ha few months, perhaps, repeated again 


and again, 


Tu ſame advantages as the foregoing, 
has the old method of curing claps by mer- 
curials and draſtic purges, which were ge- 
nerally repeated eyery two or three days for 
a conſiderable length of time, till the diſ- 
charge put on a more benign aſpect; or the 
patience, or ſtrength of the patient being ex- 
hauſted, occafioned a diſcontinuance thereof. 


FROM theſe premiſes we muſt readily 
infer that a perſon thus conſtantly harafled 
by ſtrong rough medicines, could have lit- 


tle reliſh or inclination to tranſgreſs the 


laws of ſobricty. 
Con- 


1 
Confideratis conſiderandis, every impartial 
man moſt certainly will prefer the altera- 
tive mode of cure, to that by ſalivation. 


Havins premiſed thus much, now let us 
turn our thoughts to the moſt eligible means 
of obtaining a radical cure for this prevalent | 
diſeaſe, it having often with great truth been 
obſerved, that as nothing can be done with 
greater facility, than to cavil or find fault, 
therefore no merit will be derived from ſuch 
a procedure, unleſs at the ſame time it ſhall 
be accompanied with ſome plan or ſcheme 
more likely to effect the purpoſe in queſtion. 
To obviate this reflection, I ſhall not only 
propoſe ſuch a remedy as will be moſt likely 
to anſwer, but ſhall alſo produce, in ſup- 
port of it, ſome caſes which (from the pe- 
culiar ſucceſs attending them) will go near 
to call in queſtion the veracity of the man 
who records them: be that as it may, ſuch 
an idea ſhall not prevent my giving a faith- 
ful relation of them. Before, however, we 
enter upon that part of the buſineſs, I ſhall 
make ſome obſervations on the means by 
which thoſe eyents took place, 

C2 Very 
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VERY numerous and different are the 
preſcriptions which at various periods have 
been recommended, as fully competent to 
ſubdue the venereal poiſon; amongſt the 
great variety offered for this ſalutary pur- 
poſe, many are diametrically oppoſite to 
each other; advocates however, were not 
wanting to extol their manifold virtues: on 
theſe occaſions, both the vegetable and mi- 
neral kingdoms were thoroughly ranſacked 
and attentively examined, and many of their 
properties aſcertained by a ſeries of ingeni- 

ous experiments; and even at the preſent 
period, we are ſometimes under the ne- 
ceſſity of having recourſe to both, in the 
reduction of ſo powerful an opponent as 
the venereal diſeaſe, Be it remembered 
however, that vegetables alone, when pro- 
perly prepared, will effect a cure in many 
caſes, although in others it muſt be ac- 
Eknowledged that minerals will likewiſe be 
required. The gums will ſome of them be 
found of ſingular uſe, particularly camphor, 
in every ſtage of the diſeaſe, from a gonor- 
rhcea to a confirmed lues; in the former it 
will greatly contribute to alleviate the heat 
3 of 


f 


1 

of urine, as well as correct the virulence; 
and in the latter it ought never to be omit- 
ted, for ſeveral reaſons; in the firſt place, 
it is a moſt powerful alterative; in the next, 
it ſtrengthens the nerves, exhilarates the 
ſpirits, and, when joined with minerals, 
fortifies the ſtomach and bowels againſt ma- 
ny of their diſagreeable or pernicious effects. 
It diffuſes a general warmth throughout 
the body, and greatly aſſiſts in conducting 
other medicines towards the cuticular and 
renal glands. 


As to the choice of alterative medicines 
beſt adapted to the cure of the venereal diſ- 
eaſe, I believe none will be found more effi- 
cacious than a compoſition of the following, 
viz, camphor, antimony, and ſulphur; in 
ſome caſes it may be neceſſary to add both 
mercury and opium. Theſe muſt be afliſted 
with decoctions of the woods* in quantities 
ſufficient to attenuate and ſaturate the whole 
maſs of contaminated juices, Any particular 
recipe or preſcription of the above, would 
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* Guaiacum, farſaparilla, China ſaſſafras, My 
lum, glycyrrhiz?, &c. 
be 
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be of very little uſe, as not only the doſes, 
but the quantity of each ingredient mult ſo 
frequently be either increaſed or diminiſhed, 
agreeable to the variations of ſymptoms and 
circumſtances, which ſometimes require 
even the omiſſion of one or more of thoſe 
ingredients, The age, ſex, temperament or 
conſtitution of the patient, as well as the 
degree of infection, muſt render it indiſ- 
penſably neceflary to make the alterations 
above mentioned. Another material cir- 
cumſtance frequently occurs, namely, the 
addition of other acrimonious humours ; to 
which particular attention muſt be paid, or 
we ſhall not ſucceed in our endeavours to 
remove the venereal one. From hence it 
muſt evidently appear, that no particular 


recipe can be invariably relied upon, in this 


or any other diſeaſe. 


Tux ſymptoms of a virulent gonorrhœa 
(commonly termed a clap) are too well 
known to require any deſcription in this 
place: let us therefore conſider upon the 
means moſt eligible for its removal, The 
cure may be eaſily and ſpeedily effected, it 

| under- 
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undertaken when the firſt ſymptoms are 21 00: AB 


perceived; particularly that gentle irrita- 
tion, or trickling ſenſation in the urinary 
paſſage, which ſo frequently precedes the 
diſcharge: the diſeaſe, when taken at this 
ſtage, may be very ſafely removed in the 
ſpace of two days, by applying medicine 
immediately to the part affected; this can- 
not be conveniently done in any other form 
than that of an injection, which ſhould be 
compoſed of ſome gentle detergent that will 
ſtop the further progreſs of the venereal 
virus, by preventing its abſorption. Clian- 
cres may likewiſe be almoſt as ſpeedily re- 
moved, provided the remedy be applied at 
their very firſt appearance. 


SHOULD this precaution be omitted, the 
acrid matter will cerrode the parts, and 
produce ulcerations; conſequently a longer 
time will be required to effect a cure: and 
it may be neceſſary to adminiſter internals, 
to prevent a flow of humours to the part, 

which might retard the cure, if not en- 
tirely fruſtrate our intentions. 


Ir 
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Ir the complaint be not removed in the 
early ſtages, it will ſoon become confirmed, 
and then due regard muſt be paid to the pa- 
tient's habit of body, mode of living, &c. 


IT is with me a matter of ſurpriſe, that 
injections have not been in more general 
practice; as nothing certainly can be more 
rational, than to apply the remedy to the 
part affected. The advantages or the reverſe, 
attending the uſe of them, muſt evidently 
ariſe from the ingredient of which they are 
compoſed : no man ſure can be ſo prejudiced 
as to declare that his objection is merely to 
that particular mode of conveying a medi- 
eine; to ſpeak impartially ; if crude, cor- 
roſive, indigeſted ulcers in every other part 
of the body require topical applications, 
why, in the name of common ſenſe, ſhould 
they be neglected or omitted in parts natu- 
rally ſo very delicate and ſenſible, as the or- 
gans of generation are inconteſtably allowed 
to be? Neglects of this kind are frequently 
productive of the moſt diſagreeable conſe- 
quences; they may, independent of the in- 
juries from abſorption, give riſe to gleets 
and 


1 1 


and obſtructions in the urethra, which if 


not attended to, may terminate fatally, 


Tres ſtillicidium, or running, is very un- 1 - 


certain as to the time of its appearance; 
ſometimes it will happen in fix hours after 
the embrace, in others twice as many weeks |/ 
have elapſed before it has been perceived: 
theſe, I muſt acknowledge, are not very 
common caſes, but ſuch as have really fal- 
len under my inſpection, as will be ſeen in 
the ſequel : in general, however, it appears 
in leſs than ten days, Chancres likewiſe 
vary as much in this particular, 


In the treatment of a confirmed clap, a Ly fo 


great deal will depend upon its being ſimple _- 
or compound; in other words, whether it 
originated from a perſon who had only a 
gonorrhcea, or who at the ſame time was 
poxed hkewiſe, In the latter cafe, power- 
ful internals will be abſolutely neceffary ; 
in the former, a cure may frequently be 
accompliſhed by injection only. 
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CLays and chancres are often contracted 
Wi. © 7 the ſame time, but do not always make 
\ l le their firſt appearance together; ] have ſeen 
14118  Y inſtances even where ſome weeks have in- 
tervened, | 


2 As the compoſition of injection, like 
140144, that of every other remedy, mult vary ac- 
4 fl . cording to circumſtances, I ſhall decline 
. ION . : | 
U giving any particular recipe; one general 
| | ingredient however J will venture to recom- 
3 mend, namely, Armenian bole, which from 
its abſorbent and other good qualities will 
prove highly beneficial both in correcting 
the venereal acrimony, and defending the 
ſound parts of the urethra therefrom, 


1 11 Ix the cure of claps, ſome practitioners 
4 Cee have attended too much to the colour of the 
1." —— "% diſcharge, others to the confiſtence of it; 
both are fallacious, particularly the former; 
2 Cacau as it will ſometimes be of a deep yellow, 
| even to the Jaſt day, eſpecially in bilious 
habits ;. frequently it is equally high co» 
loured in old gleets of ſeven or ten years 
ſtanding, where the party has been entirely 

iree 


DIES 1 
— — — — = >» — — — — 
— 2 * — * — 9 . — — — - — - 
— — — < tn — 
2 ; 
„ RE TTP . :!!! „1 
F 2 wet — 
? ns * 
R — 2 — 
” 


is 
2 14 
7 

ih 


19 ] 
free from infection all that time, as in ſome 
caſes has been ſufficiently manifeſted by the. 
healthy ſtate of wives and children. A diſ- 
charge of ſimilar colour and conſiſtence is 
often to be found attending the fluor albus, 
as it is called. From hence will follow the 

indiſpenſable neceſſity of examining fur- 
ther, than juſt the ſtate of the running: 
the beſt criterion will be the aſpect of the 
urethral orifice, and the ſenſations through- 
out that tube. 


Many families have been rendered un- 
happy from the length of time this diſeaſe 
ſometimes requires to make its firſt appear- 
ance : for a man, after performing a kind of 
quarantine for three weeks or a month, 
and no ſymptom of infection having ſhewn - 
itſelf during that time, would naturally 
conclude himſelf entirely free from it, and 
proceed accordingly ; but how great his 
aſtoniſhment, as well as chagrin, to diſcover 
(perhaps a month or two afterwards) the 
moſt. indiſputable figns of his being in- 
fected: ſeveral inſtances of this kind have 
fallen under my inſpection, ſome of which, 

| 3 I muſt 
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J muſt confeſs I ſhould not have credited, 
had not they been accompanied with 
proofs not to be conteſted. From this we 
may infer, that although the virus very 
often makes the moſt rapid progreſs, at 
other times its operations are as ſluggiſh : 
this may ariſe from the degree of infection, 
or the patient's habit of body, or from 
both. 


EASE 1. 


A MERCHANT in the city of London, 
four years ſince, applied to me in conſe- 
- quence of great heat in making urine, pain- 
ful erections, and a diſcharge of matter 
from the urethra, ſo acrid, as to threaten 
a phymoſis, it having already excoriated 
the greateſt part of the glans penis. Thus 
ſituated, he deſired to know if I did not 
call his diſorder a clap; to which I re- 
plied in the affirmative, and rhat it was nof 
of the mildeſt kind: Then Sir, ſaid he, I 
ſhall mention a circumſtance, that I think 
will ſurpriſe you, which is, that not a 
ſingle ſymptom of the diſeaſe appeared un- 
til two months and three days after it was 
contracted: upon this account he deemed 
it 


G2. } 
it not venereal; I aſſured him however that 
it was ſo, and could be removed only by 
treating it as ſuch. My patient was not 
of a bad habit of body, nor had his blood 


been previouſly heated by intemperance, 


the chordee was notwithſtanding ſo trou- 
bleſome, that I expected to have been o- 
bliged to uſe opiates, which I am very 
ſeldom under the neceſſity of doing; in- 
jections generally anſwering the purpoſe, by 
ſpeedily removing the inflammation and its 
conſequences: my only objection to opium 
in theſe caſes, is, the conſtipation which 


* „ 


moſtly attends the ule of it; although I am 


not an advocate for the old method by ca- 
thartics, yet I would not be underſtood to 


recommend abſolutely the reverſe ; which 


muſt indubitably tend to increaſe, rather 
than alleviate ſymptoms ariſing from in- 
flammation. It will be found fully ſuffi- 
cient, that the inteſtinal evacuations be the 
ſame as at the time of perfect health. No 
to return to my patient; he was much a- 
larmed at the high degree of pain and in- 
flammation, which however was conſider- 
ably leſſened in the ſpace of two days by 

means 
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EF 
means of injection and internal alteratives $ 
three weeks continuance of which perfectly 
cured him, without any confinement or al- 
teration in his uſual mode of living, except 
abſtinence from acids and ſpirituous liquors, 


H. 


A GENTLEMAN of Dorſetſhire, in the 
month of February, 1778, came to town on 
purpoſe to-be under my care; his ſymptoms 
at that time were a diſcharge of yellow mat- 
ter from the urethra, chancres on the glans 
penis, a large bubo in the left groin, and a 
{maller one in the right, Upon my enquir- 
ing into particulars, he ſolemnly declared 
that he had not the leaſt reaſon to think 
himſelf infected, till upwards of nine weeks 
after coition, when he was attacked with a 
trickling ſenſation in the urethra, which was 
followed by a running and heat of urine; 
chancres ſoon afterwards appeared, and were 
ſucceeded in a ſhort time by tumefaction 
of the inguinal glands, - which thereupon 
became extremely painful, He was at firſt 
attended by a ſurgeon in his own neigh- 
bourhood, who bled him very freely, gave 


ſtrong mercurial purges repeatedly, and or- 
dered 


1 
dered him to dilute plentifully with barley 
water, &c. Fomentations and cataplaſms 
were applied to the buboes till ſuppuration 
took place, when he propoſed to diſcharge 
their contents by means of cauſtie or inciſion, 
but the patient not conſenting to either, im- 
mediately left the country, and ſoom after ap- 
plied to me, requeſting that I would remove 
them without opening or ſuffering them to 
break, as he had the greateſt averſion to ſores 
of every kind, and much dreaded all chirure 
gical operations: I told him, that conſidering 
the very forward ſtate in which the buboes 
at that time were, (the fluQuation of matter 
being readily felt upon the ſlighteſt preſſure) 
T&ould make no other promiſe, than to exert 
my beſt abilities in endeavouring to effect 
what he ſo ardently defired ; obſerving like- 
wiſe, that 1 frequently had been fortunate 
enough to render thoſe painful operations 
unneceſſary by the uſe of interual medicines 
alone; which, in my opinion, are the only 
ones that can * be a Yoon: 
2 
As to the evellig of ben (in theyul- 
bY phraſe, putting them back) I never 
make 
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make the leaſt heſitation of attempting to 
effect it, for this obvious reaſon, that « bubo 
4s not a critical abſceſs, of which 1 am well 
convinced from daily experience, notwith= 
ſtanding the general received opinion to 
the contrary ; I have ſeen many inſtances 
| where buboes have been carefully brought 
forward to the moſt perfect ſuppuration, 
liberally opened, and a copious diſcharge 
very induſtriouſly encouraged for the ſpace 
of four, five, or fix months; notwithſtand- 
ing which the parties have remained com- 
pletely poxed ; as the nocturnal pains, foul 
ulcers, and eruptions ſufficiently manifeſted 
a few months afterwards, when they be- 
came my patients, and were radically cured 
by the alterative method in half that time, 
This being a fa& not to be controverted, 
why ſhould ſuppuration be encouraged, as 
it muſt be attended with great pain, filthi- 
neſs and inconvenience? And after all, not 
þeing critical, a regular courſe of medicines 
will be indiſpenſibly neeeſſary: the cicatrix 
or ſcar is likewiſe a eircumſtance not the 
moſt agreeable, eſpecially to the fair ſex.— 
Without apologizing for this degreſſion, ] 
3 will 


1 
will haſten to my Dorſetſhire friend. En- 
tertaining theſe ſentiments, I immediately 


fat about the diſcuſſion of his buboes ; for 
which purpoſe alteratives were adminiſtered 
internally, and detergent injections and 
dreſſings applied to the urethra and the 
chancres on the penis: by theſe means 
the ſymptoms gradually abated, and at the 
end of a month he thought himſelf cured ; 
but I adviſed a continuance of the medicines 
three or four weeks longer, on account of 
the high degree of virulence we had had to 
encounter with: he readily conſented to 
perſevere in the uſe of them, having already 
experienced ſuch ſalutary effects; and to 
ſhew that he did not think the decoction at 
all nauſeous, he generally drank it at meals 
in lieu of any other liquor. Thus, in leſs 
than two months, without being confined 
to the houſe a fingle day during the whole 
courſe, he was perfectly re-eſtabliſhed in 
health, and has remained well ever ſince: 
He was highly pleaſed at the removal of 
the buboes without opening, and very- ge- 
nerouſly rewarded my ſervices, 


E CASE 
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mm. 


In the month of July, 1777, a Gentlemars 
requeſted my advice upon the following 
ſymptoms ; an unuſual (though not painful) 
ſenſation in the urethra, a difcharge there- 
from, very ſmall in quantity, and of colour 
to light as ſcarce to tinge his linen. I was 
of opinion that theſe ſymptoms were the 
harbingers or fore-runners of a clap ; but 
he ſtrongly inſiſted that his diſorder could 
be nothing more than weakneſs, or a ſtrain, 
as he had had no venereal connection for 
eleven weeks previous to this indiſpoſition. 
I informed him, that ſhould the cure of his 
diſeaſe be undertaken in this early ſtage, I 
believed it might be removed in leſs than a 
week, if he ſhould ſtrictly adhere to my 
uiſtructions, but as he ſeemed ſo firmly 
perſuaded that his diſorder was not in- 
fectious, Þ adviſed him to wait only a ſhort 
time, and he would then be perfectly ſenſi- 
ble of the real nature and tendency of it. 
Three days only had elapſed, before he 
paid me a ſecond viſit, when J found my 


prognoſtick ſufficiently verified; the urethra: 
and: 
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and plans penis being highly inflamed, 
great heat in making water, ſome pain in 
erection, and a diſcharge of yellow matter 
iſſuing from the urinary canal: he was by 
this time fully convinced of his error, and 
requeſted that I would relieve him as ex- 
peditioufly as poſſible. —I told him that his 
delay of three days would procraſtinate the 
cure more than a week, and in the preſent 
ſtate of the diſeaſe I judged that it would 
at leaſt require a fortnight, ſhould even his 
temperance and regularity not be called in 
queſtion. However, by the uſe of injection 
and a few alterative pills, he was nn 
cured in thirteen days, 


Cc ASS 


A GENTLEMAN in Weſtminſter ſent for 
me two years ſince, to give an opinion upon 
a ſtilicidium, or diſcharge from the urethra, 
which had firſt made its appearance two days 
before I ſaw him ; he was quite at a loſs to 
account for it, not having copulated for up- 
wards of two months prior to that period, I 
enquired whether he felt an irritation or 

E 2 trickling 
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trickling in the urinary paſſage, he auſwer- 
ed in the affirmative, upon which I pro- 
nounced the caſe to be venereal, although 
the running was perfectly clear, and the 
parts entirely free from any external in- 
flammation. My patient, however, ſeemed 
to think that I had formed an erroneous 
opinion; I therefore defired him to defer 
uſing medicine of any kind for a day or 
two, in which time I made no doubt of an 
alteration - in his ſentiments, The next 
morning I was again ſent for, and inform- 
ed, that the parts did not look quite ſo cool 
as an the preceding day, and that his urine 
felt rather warmer than uſual, theſe ſymp- 
toms he attributed to ſome thing he had eat 
or drank the day before. | 


I REPLIED, that in twenty- four hours I 
was fully perſuaded he would aſſign another. 
cauſe. Before breakfaſt the next day, he 
ſent for me again, and ſaid that he no 
longer entertained the leaſt doubt of the 
diſeaſe being infectious, having lately per- 
ceived ſome ſymptoms of au approaching 
chordee ; the running was now become 

yellow, 
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yellow, the parts were inflamed externally 
as well as within, and he could not make 


urine without ſome degree of pain. I pre- 
pared for him a cooling injection, of which 


he uſed a ſyringeful night and morning, 
and as he was very ſubject to the gout, I 
adminiſtered no other medicines internally, 
than decoCtions of the woods and camphor,' 
by which-means, in the ſpace of ſeventeen 


days, the cure was very eaſily completed, 


SF . 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Kent, 


put himſelf under my care on the ninth 
day of December 1779; he had enjoyed 


a very good ſtate of health for ſome years, 


till within three days of his application to 


me, when he diſcovered a yellow running 
from the urethra, attended with a heat of 
urine, and an inflammation in the glans 


penis and præputium. There was likewiſe 
a ſmall chancre on the frænum. Aſter 


ocular demonſtration, I aſſured him that 


his diſeaſe was venereal, my patient was 
not of a different opinion (having been fre- 


quently 


C3 
quently infected before) but he expreſſed 
great aſtornſhment at its being fo ; from 
the circumſtance of not having had any 
venereal intercourſe ſince the fifth day of 
the preceding September, and having been 
entirely free of any ſymptoms of the diſeaſe 
till the ſixth day of December; an interval 
of thirteen weeks and upwatds from the 
time of contracting the diſeaſe, to that of its 
appearauce. Upon my interrogating him 
very cloſely as to the commencement of 
this affair, his anſwer was, that he could 
have no intereſt in deceiving me, and that 
it was impoſſible he ſhould have been 
miſtaken, having a memorandum in his 
pocket - book of ſome. particular occurrences 
of that day, relative to this buſineſs, which 
with him reduced the matter to an abſolute 
certainty, I obſerved, that probably ſome 
time ſubſequent to that period he might 
have been too free in his libations to Bac- 
chus, and be thereby deprived of recollect- 
ing his laſt engagement with Venus. This 
ſuppoſition he obviated, by declaring upon 
his bonour that he had not been inebriated 
for ſeyeral months paſt, on the contrary, he 
had 


E 
had rather lived abſtemiouſly than other- 
wiſe. This gentleman's health was per- 
fectly re- eſtabliſned in three weeks, by the 
uſe of internal alterants and external deter- 
gents. 2 


Tux foregoing caſes having been ſelected 
from many ſimilar ones, to ſhew what great 
length of time the venereal diſeaſe ſome- 
times requires to manifeſt itſelf; let us 
now advert to others diametrically the re- 
verſe in point of time. 


G A 


A MkERCHAN Tr in the city, who ſeveral 
years ago had been my patient, conſulted, 
me in January laſt; he complained of an 
irritation in the urethra, and ſome heat in 
the glans penis, which appeared rather in- 
flamed externally. - He informed me, that 
his laſt connection had been only on the 
preceding evening, at about eleven o'clock, 
and antecedent to that, he had not com- 
mitted an act of venery for more than five 
months, during which time his health had 
been remarkably good. At ſix o'clock that 
morning he was awakened by a ſharp pain 

in 
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in the yard, which ſoon abated, but did 
not entirely go off, a diſagreeable heat and 
irritation {till remaining. From the ſymp- 
toms coming on ſo early as within ſeven 
hours after the embrace, he could not be- 
lieve his complaint to be venereal, but ſup- 
poſed that it aroſe from friction, and the 
bad wine he had that night drank ; I there- 
fore declined to preſcribe any medicines, 
but adviſed that he ſhould live after his 
uſual manner, and think no- more of the 
diſeaſe till it might become more worthy 
of his attention; which happened two 
nights afterwards, by the pain he expe- 
rienced from a chordee : there was like- 
wiſe a yellow running from the urethra, 
accompanied with a heat of urine; his 
doubts by this time being perfectly remov- 
ed, he immediately entered upon the uſe of 
injection and pills, by which he obtained 
a cure 1n leſs than three weeks. 


Bo AS.£& .VIL 


A Navar officer in the month of March, 
1778, was attacked with an unuſual warmth 
in the urinary paſſage, in leſs than fix hours 
after coition, and it gradually increaſed for 

2 three 
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three days, when a copious running came 
on, attended with a ſmarting of urine : in 
this ſtage of the diſeaſe, he placed himſelf 
under my care, informing me that he was 
lately returned from a long voyage, and for 
ſeveral months paſt had not had an oppor- 
tunity of getting the infeftion, he could 
therefore be certain as to the date of his 
diſorder, having been entirely free from 
venereal complaints for two years before. 
In effecting this Gentleman's cure, near a 
month was required, by reaſon of the high 
degree of ſcurvy with which he was at that 
time infeſted, 


EA VI 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Eſſex, 
about fix months ſince, paid me a viſit on 
the following account; having taken a 
night's lodging with a lady of his acquaint- 
ance, the very next morning at breakfaſt 
he felt ſome uneaſineſs in the urethra, 
which in the courſe of a few hours in- 
creaſed, and at the end of five days termi- 
nated in the ſymptoms of both clap and 
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pox, viz, a diſcharge of virulent matter 
from the urethra, with heat of urine, &c. 
and three chancres externally ; two on the 
præputium, and one on the glans penis. 
He was not much ſurpriſed at the early ap- 
pearance of the diſeaſe, as with him 1t ge- 
nerally happened fo ; he neglected however 
to uſe medicine of any kind, till it had ar- 
rived at the ſtate above-mentioned, when 
he became my patient; and, without fur- 
ther delay, began upon a courſe of altera- 
tives and detergents, which effected his 
cure in lefs than a month. 


To the peculiarities of conſtitution, as 
well as degrees of infection, muſt be attri- 
buted the different periods in which parti- 
cular diſeaſes make their appearance, This 
circumſtance may depend on the diſpropor- 
tion of one or more of the ingredients or 
materials which compoſe the human body. 
Some men are naturally ſo irritable and in- 
flammable both in body and mind, as in- 
ſtantly to take fire like tinder or touch- 
wood, from the ſmalleſt ſpark; while others 


of cold phlegmatic habits, are (as is to be 


expected) quite the reverſe. 
| CASE 


5 


c f N 


Four years ſince a Gentleman in the 
county of Northampton, made a journey ta 
town, to conſult me upon what he called a 
weakneſs of a particular kind, as it was 
accompanied with great inflammation ; I 
immediately ſuſpected what the caſe was, 
and upon examination, found it to be a moſt 
virulent clap, with an incipient phymoſis; 
he complained likewiſe of a chordee. I was 


much ſurpriſed when he told me that his 


apothecary had not deemed it venereal, 
but treated it as ariſing merely from relax- 
ation, giving large doſes of Peruvian bark 
and elixir of vitriol, My patient ſaid that 
the only reaſon why his diforder had not 
been judged infectious was, that it did not 
diſcover itſelf till more than fix weeks after 


coition 3 from which circumſtance the apo- 


thecary had declared, that it could not poſ- 
ſibly be venereal. By the uſe of deterſive 
injections and alterative pills, he returned 
home in perfect health at the expiration of 
about three weeks. 
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In the month of December, 1778, a 
tradeſman in Weſtminſter commenced my 
patient, in conſequence of a virulent gonor- 
rhœa, which he had contracted more than 
a month before his application to me, and 
of which he gave me the following account; 
that in fix hours after copulation, he per- 
ceived an unuſual ſenſation in the yard, a 
kind of trickling or itching in the urinary 
canal, which for upwards of three weeks 
had been a little troubleſome, but by no 
means painful, until the 26th day, when 
a clear colourleſs diſcharge iſſued from the 
urethra, which now began to be much in- 
flamed, and felt very ſore whenever the 
urine paſſed through it; on the 28th day, 
the running was quite yellow and rather 
copious ; and upon the twenty-ninth he was 
attacked with a chordee, which induced 
him to be under my care the next morning; 
he ſaid he certainly ſhould have applied 
ſooner, but the inconvenience he expe- 
rienced previous to the 26th day was fo 

trifling, 
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trifling, that he had not entertained the 
leaſt idea of his complaint being venereal ; 
it was however entirely removed in fifteen 
days, by the ſame means as were uſed in 
ſome of the preceding caſes, 


CA [0b 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Surry, 
ſent for me in the month of Auguſt, 1778, 
I found him labouring under a confirmed 
pox, of which the following were his 
ſymptome, a violent ' head-ach, nocturnal 
pains 1n the ſhin bones, with nodes thereon, 
a large foul ulcer in his throat, upon the 
left tonſil, a heat in the urethra, and an ob- 
ſtruction therein: upon my requeſting to 

know every particular relative to the riſe 
and progreſs of the diſeaſe : he informed 
me, that it was contracted about ten months 
before, and one thing appeared very ſtrange 
to him, namely, his knowing himſelf to be 
infected in leſs than twelve hours after the 
connection, from a very troubleſome irri- 
tation in the urinary paſſage, which ſeized 
him about that time, and for ſome days 
encreaſed, notwithitanding his immediate 


appli- 
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application to a ſurgeon, who ordered al- 
mond emulſions, with nitre, manna and 
ſalts; and to dilute freely with barley water, 
in which gum arabic had been diſſolved, 
partial warm baths and veneſection were not 
omitted; in the courſe of a week or ten 
days, mercurial ointment was uſed very 
liberally for at leaſt a month, with briſk 
purges at intervals. The running, he ſaid, 
was very plentiful for the ſpace of five or 
ſix weeks: he then took balſamics for three 
weeks, and was thought to be cured ; how- 
ever, in about ſeven or eight weeks after- 
wards, he perceived his health to be gra- 
dually on the decline, a diminution of ap- 
petite ſtrength and ſpirits, and fleep in- 
terrupted by wandering pains in his head 
and limbs: nodes ſoon after formed on 
the ſhins, and an ulcer in the throat. On 
the appearance of theſe ſymptoms, another 
ſurgeon was employed, who adminiſtered 
large quantities of the ſublimate ſolution, | 
for a conliderable time, when finding that 

the diſeaſe did not give way, he put him 
ſelf under my care, and was perfectly cured 
in two months, by the alteratives recom- 
mended 


a 
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mended in the 1 3th page, and a few bougies 
to remove the urethral obſtructions, 


B E it obſerved, that no injection had 
been uſed in this gentleman's caſe ; to which 
circumſtance, in my opinion, may be at- 
tributed the want of ſucceſs, for had a pro- 
per detergent one been applied in the be- 
ginning, the venereal matter would not 
have been abſorbed, and conſequently the 
pox, with its diſagreeable attendants, been 
thereby prevented, | 


CAS aL 


A GENTLEMAN in Weſtminſter eighteen 
months ſince, conſulted me in conſequence 
of a boil (as he termed it) ſeated amongſt 
the hair on the pubes, very near the penis. 
This ulcer had reſiſted every application his 
ſurgeon had made to it for three or four 
weeks. From the hard edges and other ap- 
pearances, I pronounced it to be a chancrez 
this my patient did not at that time credit, 
however, not long after he altered his o- 
pinion upon the appearance of a bubo in the 
left groin, which in a few days became 
very painful, when he paid me a ſecond 

viſit, 
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viſit, and requeſted to have it repelled : that 
was performed, and a cure effected by an 


alterative courſe in about thirty days. 


| EATS & AM 


In the month of November, 1778, a 
Gentleman, in the county of Middleſex, 
labouring under a confirmed lues venerea, 
applied to me for its cure ; the ſymptoms 
at that time were, a ſmall node on the right 
ſhin bone, an ulcer in the noſe, nocturnal 
pains, and a copper coloured eruption over- 
{ſpreading a great part of his body, He in- 
formed me, that, till within the laſt twelve 
months, he had never experienced a ſingle 
ſymptom of the venereal diſeaſe, and that 
his preſent afflictions, if they were venereal, 
mult ariſe from a clap contracted a year be- 


- fore, which denoted a high degree of ma- 


lignity, the inflammation being very con- 
fiderable, and of long duration, attended 
with heat of urine, chordee, &c. the run- 
ning he ſaid was copious, and continued 
upwards of five weeks, in which time he 
had been purged every three or four days, 
had rubbed in a large quantity of mercurial 

1 ointment, 


4 

ointment, afterwards taken electuaries and 
pills in abundance: in conſequence of this 
proceſs the ſymptoms had diſappeared, and 
at the end of two months his cure was pro- 
nounced. Some few months after, how- 
ever, he perceived his health to be gra- 
dually on the decline, without being able 
to aſſign the reaj«cauſe, not having the 
leaft ſuſpicion of venereal matter; his ap- 
petite and ſtrength daily decreaſed, his 
ſleeps were ſhort, interrupted, and afforded 
little or no refreſhment, and at length col- 
liquative ſweats enſued; thus circum» 
ſtanced, he conſulted a phyſician, who, 
judging his caſe to be a conſumption, ' put 
him under a courſe of aſs's milk,” &c. &c. 
for a conſiderable time, but growing every 
day worſe and worſe, he was ordered a 
change of air, and removed into another 
county. Finding however no greater re- 
lief from the alteration of air, than he had 
before experienced from medicine; he be- 
gan to deſpair, and moſt earneſtly wiſhed 
for his diſſolution. Fortunately, an old 
acquaintance from town called to ſee him; 
and . hearing ſome of his ſymptoms 

G ſtrongly 


ſtrongly urged him to become my patient, 


1 J 


he accordingly did ſo, and was perfectly 


cured in the ſpace of three months, merely 


by the uſe of alteratives. 


. 


A Gin on the town applied to me upon 
the tenth of November, 1778, and ſaid ſhe 
ſuppoſed it would be neceſſary for her to 
undergo a thorough repair, not having been 
free from infection for a conſiderable time; 
her ſymptoms then were, an ulcer in the 
throat, a foul eruption on the abdomen, 
a brace of ſmall buboes, and a great diſ- 
charge of acrid matter from the pudendum, 
As ſhe was extremely anxious to have the 
buboes diſperſed, I told her that no time 


ſhould be loſt, and conſequently adviſed the 


immediate uſe of medicine; ſhe replied, 
that it muſt be deferred till next day, as 
her miſtreſs expected much company that 
evening, and had engaged her to one gen- 
tleman in particular, with whom ſhe was to 
ſleep that night, his name having been en- 
tered in the book for that purpoſe ſome days 
fince; and for which he had paid the uſual 

3 retaining 


1 
retaining fee.— I was not ſurpriſed at this 
account, ſimilar ones having occurred be- 
fore, and particularly this inſtance; a friend 
of mine, an Officer in the army, made ap- 
plication to a Lady Abbeſs to know on what 
night a particular nymph would be diſ- 
engaged; after inſpecting her ledger, the 
formed him that the lady was diſpoſed of 
for twenty-two nights, and if he pleaſed ſhe 
would take down his name for the twen- 
third, upon paying the uſual compliment. 
But to return to my patient; ſhe called up- 
on me again the next day, and without auy 
further delay entered upon a courſe of al- 
teratives, by means of which her health was 
perfectly re-eſtabliſhed in leſs than ſeven 
weeks. She was under great apprehenſions 
leſt the buboes ſhould ſuppurate and occaſion 
ſcars, but was ſoon made eaſy on that head, 
as they diſperſed very kindly in a few days, 
the other ſymptoms gradually diſappeared, 
and in little more than three weeks ſhe 
thought herſelf well, it was therefore with 
fome difficulty that ſhe could be perſuaded 
to continue the medicines a ſhort time 
longer, in order to confirm the cure. 


G2 CASE 
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C ASE XV. 


A Mtcnanic in Weſtminſter, being em- 
ployed in the houſe of a Nobleman, became 
acquainted with the Lady's woman, and 
after many entreaties, perſuaded her to grant 
him the laſt favour; in the ſpace of a fort- 
night however, he was fully convinced of 
the impropriety of the connection, being at 
that time obliged to commence my patient, 
on account of a large chancre ſeated on the 
anterior part of the ſcrotum; it was the moſt 
malign that ever came under my in- 
ſpection, being in ſize equal to a ſhilling, 
and had the appearance of an eſchar, pro- 
duced by ſome potential cautery; the edges 
were hard and thick, and the ſcrotum a- 
round it much inflamed. The urethra, and 
every other part of the penis had entirely 
eſcaped the infection; from which circum- 
ſtance he did not ſuſpect the nature of his 
complaint, till the inguinal glands enlarged 
and became painful. Proper externals and 
a courſe of anti- venereals effected a cure in 
thirty-two days. 

8 CASE 
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C ASE XVI, 


Azout two years ago, a Lady 3 
to me in conſequence of a ſore throat, 
which had for ſome weeks been extremely 
troubleſome, notwithſtanding the, variety of 
gargariſms, &c, that had been uſed in ex» 
pectation of its removal. Upon inſpeQing 
her throat, I pronounced the. ulceration 
there to be venereal, and was confirmed in 
that opinion, when ſhe informed me, that 
her reſt of late had been greatly diſturbed 
by nocturnal head-achs ; ſhe however was 
at the ſame time entirely at a loſs to account 
for theſe ſymptoms, the pudendum having 
never been diſeaſed, The infection, I ſaid, 
had in this caſe moſt probably been con- 
veyed by the tongue, and therefore 1 deſired 
to know whether ſhe had kiſſed colum- 
batim ; to which ſhe anſwered in the af- 
firmative, and jocoſely obſerved, that ſuch 
conſequences might be added to. the many 
other cogent reaſons for keeping that mem- 
ber within its proper limits. She then en- 
| tered upon a courſe of alterants, and was 
cured in about five weeks, 


THE 


! 1 

THz infection may be communicated 
likewiſe by contaminated ſemen, without 
injuring the pudendum in its paſſage to the 
uterus, from whence its poiſonous particles 
may be abſorbed, and by means of the lym- 
phatics conveyed to the blood, and thereby 
to every part of the body, 


CA SR XVII. 


A GENTLEMAN in the vicinity of Lon- 
don, about five years fince, conſulted me 
upon the ill- ſtate of health which himſelf 
and lady at that time laboured under. He 
informed me of his having led a very irre- 
gular life for ſome years previous to ma- 
trimony, that he had been frequently dif- 
eaſed, and recollected having had chancres 
a few weeks before his marriage, which be- 
ing removed by mercurial ointment and 
cathartics, at length he was ſuppoſed to be 
eured, and ſoon after entered into the holy 
ſtate : in about five months his wife was 
thought to be pregnant from the ſuppreſ- 
ſion of the menſtrual evacuation, and the 
tamily felicitated themſelves thereupon z 
but the other concomitant ſymptoms not 
attendiug 


1 47 ] | 
attending in proper time, the parties. were 
greatly diſappointed, and particularly fo, to 
find that in lieu thereof the lady's health as 
well as that of her huſband, was evidently 
on the decline. A flow fever, want of ap- 
petite, ſtrength and ſpirits, ſoon after ſuc- 
ceeded, together with that of ſleep in the 
night, being generally drowſy in the day 
time. Medicines of various kinds had been 
adminiſtered without producing the deſired 
effect; the gentleman had an eruption upon 
his breaſt and other parts of the body, which 
was encouraged by the faculty, in expecta- 
tion of its being critical; they were, hows 
ever, greatly miſtaken, as none of the other 
ſymptoms diſappeared in conſequence of jit. 
The lady ſtill continued in a. very languid 
ſtate, notwithſtanding the number and va- 
riety of medical preſcriptions. In, this un- 
happy ſituation they remained for ſome 
weeks, when an old bottle companion paid 
the gentleman a viſit, and obſerving ſome 
of the eruption on his forehead ſaid, 4 ]'ll 
be d-m--d if you've not got a corona veneris, 
your caſe has been moſt egregiouſly miſ- 
taken; pray loſe no more time, and give 
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me leave to ſend my ſurgeon to you ;” he 
acquieſced, and I waited upon him the next 
morning, when I. found that his diſeaſe was 
moſt evidently venereal from many other 


| ſymptoms, as well as the eruption, which 


was of the true copper colour, 


Ueon examining the lady, her ſkin in 
ſome places appeared rather diſcoloured, 
(as if nature was labouring to throw off 


part of the noxious humour that way, but 


wanted ftrength to effe& it) and ſhe had 
likewiſe every ſymptom of a pocky hectick. 
The diſeaſe had been communicated. to her 
entirely by the contaminated ſemen of the 


man, without its having done the leaſt in- 


Jury. to the vagina, or any other part of the 
pudendum. After having made the neceſ- 
fary enquiries, I recommended a courſe of 
alteratives to both man and wife, by the uſe 
of which, in leſs than two months they 


were perfectly cured, as appears at this time 
by the healthineſs of their offspring. The 


lady became pregnant about two months 
after leaving off the medicines, and has 
borne ſeveral children ſince. 


Hap 
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Had this gentleman adopted the ſalutary 
plan purſued by ſome of our modern de- 
bauchees, prior to entering into the con- 
nubial ſtate, all the foregoing diſagreeables 
would have been prevented, This prudent 
plan or meaſure, 1s nothing more than go- 
ing through a ſhort courſe of alteratives : 
which in many inſtances muſt be highly 
neceſſary, particularly after a ſeries of ir- 
regularities, and a variety of infections, 
which through neglect or improper treat- 
ment, may be productive of great miſchief 
in future. 


Tux inefficacy of a firſt or ſecond ſaliva- 
tion occurring ſo very frequently, I do not 
think thoſe caſes worthy of inſertion here, 
I ſhall therefore immediately proceed to the 
relation of ſuch as have withſtood three, 
four, or five repetitions of that foul proceſs, 


C A. S . 


In the year 1775, a Gentleman in the 
city of London put himſelf under my care, 
on account of a confirmed pox, with which 


he had been infected ſome years, notwith- 
H ſtanding 


- 


1 
ſtanding three ſalivations, and long courſes of 
the ſolution of corroſive ſublimate and ſarſa- 
parilla decoctions.— He gave the following 
particulars of his caſe ; that he contracted 
the infection in the year 1769, which at 
that time manifeſted itſelf in a clap and 
chancres ; his ſurgeon adminiſtered medi- 
eines for eight or nine weeks, and then diſ- 
miſſed him as cured, In the courſe of a few 
months a foul eruption overſpread his body, 
and ulcers formed in his throat ; he again 
applied to the ſurgeon, who adviſed ſaliva- 
tion, and ſoon after put him in a courſe of . 
{pitting for ſome weeks, and then pro- 
nounced his cure to be radical. In leſs than 
ſix months the diſeaſe re-appeared, but 
with much greater malignity than before : 
the ulcer in the throat broke out afreſh, 
with the addition of two in the noſe, which 
ſoon ſwelled to ſuch a degree, as to obſtruct, 
in ſome meaſure, the ſight of the left eye, 
and he was deprived of reſt by nocturnal 
| Pains, Thus circumſtanced, he employed 
another ſurgeon, who alſo ſalivated him; 
the ſpitting he ſaid was continued above 
three weeks longer than in the preceding 
ſalivation, after which he was aſſured by his 

| | medica] 
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medical friend, that the diſeaſe was perfectly 
removed. Buſineſs ſome months afterwards 
required his taking a journey into the North, 
where he was alarmed with the return of 
ſome of his former ſymptoms, nocturnal 
pains, &c. During his reſidence in the 
country, he took a great deal of mercury iu 
various forms and preparations for ſeveral 
weeks; which proving to be merely pallia- 
tive, he returned to town and conſulted an- 
other ſurgeon, 'who recommended a third 
ſalivation; this he did not very readily a- 
gree to, having experienced its inefficacy 
twice before. However, being informed 
that it was the dernier reſource, and at the 
ſame time entertaining a very high opinion 
of the abilities and integrity of his ſurgeon, 
he at length conſented to be falivated a third 
time; when a copious ſpitting was con- 
tinued for a conſiderable time, as long as it 
eould with any degree of either ſafety or 
propriety be purſued, 


He was attended likewiſe by a phyſician, 
who, with the ſurgeon, declared that the 
diſcaſe was entirely vanquiſhed, and that no- 


thing more was neceſſary than pure air and 
H 2 putritious 


Ut 1 
nutritious diet to recruit his ſtrength, and 
finally complete the cure, Indeed they were, 
he ſaid, quite poſitive as to the ſucceſs of 
this laſt ſalivation, the ſymptoms having 
given way fo readily, and the proceſs in 
every reſpect been ſo ſatisfactorily conducted 
throughout, The patient acquieſced in the 
prognoſtic, and without further delay re- 
moved into the country for the benefit of 
air, &c. This pleaſing deluſion laſted not 
many months, for he had the mortification 
to perceive that ſome of the ſymptoms of 
his old diſorder were gradually coming for- 
ward again ; he therefore conſulted his phy- 
fician once more, by whoſe direction he took 
ſublimate ſolution and ſarſaparilla for ſome 
months; theſe medicines afforded him only 
a temporary relief, and were not attended 
with better ſucceſs than the three ſalivations 
which had preceded them, as evidently ap- 
peared” not many months after by a return 
of the diſeaſe. His patience as well as con- 
ſtitution was by this time nearly exhauſted; 
inſomuch that he frequently declared, no 
one ſhould ever perſuade him to make any 
further trial of medicine, it having ſo re- 


peatedly 
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peatedly proved fallacious. The diſeaſe how» 
ever becoming almoſt inſupportable, he was 
prevailed upon to make one effort more for 
its removal; in conſequence of which he 
became my patient at the time above- men- 
tioned, when he had ſeveral foul ulcers on 
the back, two in his noſe, one on the cheek, 
and another behind the right ear; his head 
was almoſt covered with ſcabs, as was like- 
wile the ſcrotum ; from all theſe iffued ſuch 
nauſeous effluvia, that his neareſt relations 
and friends could not remain in the ſame 
room with him long at a time. Pains in his 
head and limbs prevented him from ſleep- 
ing, except towards morning or in the day. 
His appetite, ſtrength and ſpirits were ſo 
much reduced, that he deſpaired of relief 
from any thing but a total diſſolution. After 
having attentively given ear to this melan- 
choly detail of repeated diſappointments, 
and examined the ulcers, &c. and made the 
proper enquiries relative to his former habit 
of body, or natural temperament previous 
to the diſeaſe, I declared, as my opinion, 
that he might be cured by alteratives, if of 
the moſt powerful kind, and regularity per- 
ſevered in for ſome weeks. He aſſented, 


E though 
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though not before firſt obſerving, that by 
this time he had entirely loſt all faith in me- 
dicine, I prepared for him ſtrong decoctions 
of the woods, and likewiſe alterative pills, 
and deſired him to take them in ſuch doſes, 
and as repeatedly as the ſtrength of his 
| ſtomach would admit of. Relying ſolely 
on the effects of internals, I applied no 
other dreſſing to the ulcers than dry lint 
throughout the whole time. I recommended 
diet of the moſt nutritious kind, and that it 
ſhould be taken in ſmall quantities, fre- 
quently repeated, by reaſon of the very weak 
ſtate to which the diſeaſe and reiterated ſali- 
vations had reduced him. In little better 
than a week, the nocturnal pains entirely left 
him, the ſcabs ſoon after fell off, and the 
ulcers were in good condition ; his appetite 
and ſpirits daily increaſed, inſomuch that 
he thought himſelf well in leſs than a 
month, the ulcers being all healed, and 
every ſymptom of the diſeaſe having by that 
time diſappeared, —Notwithſtanding which 
J judged it neceſſary to continue the medi- 
cines a month longer, to prevent a relapſe. 
My patient had no objection to perſevere in 
the uſe of them for any length of time, 
having 


1 

having already experienced ſuch ſalutary 
effects; which, with great pleaſure, he con- 
traſted to thoſe of the methods he had for- 
merly purſued; inſtead of being confined to 
his chamber, and undergoing. one of the 
greateſt puniſhments (as he expreſſed it) 
in the power of the faculty to inflict, namely, 
that nauſeous proceſs a ſalivation, he had 
enjoyed moderate exerciſe in the open air 
every day the whole time he was under cure, 
and experienced an increaſe of appetite, 
ſtrength and ſpirits in proportion to the 
time of uſing the medicines ; and as a proof 
of their not being unpleaſant, he conſtantly 
drank the apozem at meals, and at other 
times when thirſty, Thus was he radically 
cured in the ſpace of two months, having 
never experienced any return of the com- 
plaint, as he not long ſince informed me, 


CASE, . 


THREE years fince, a Merchant in Weſt⸗ 
minſter employed me to extricate him from 
the following diſagreeables ; nodes on the 
ſhins, an ulcer in the throat, nocturnal 
Pains, and a ſcabby eruption on his body, 

which 


— 
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which from its ſtench was extremely offen- 
five. He was much emaciated, and had 


Hhttle or no appetite. I deſired to be in- 


formed of particulars, the date of the diſeaſe, 


m what manner it firſt appeared, and what 
method had been uſed for its removal. To 
which he replied, that in the year 1772 
he caught the infection, which made its 
firſt appearance in a bubo on the right groin, 
and was not preceded by either chancre or 
clap, nor had he ever been infected before. 
The tumour increaſed very faſt, and was ex- 
tremely painful, his ſurgeon encouraged 
tuppuration, and when that was complete, 
opened it by cauſtic, The diſcharge con- 
tinued upwards of three months, during 
which time he rubbed in large quantities of 
mercurial ointment, and was purged at in- 
tervals to prevent a fore mouth ; and at the 
end of about fourteen weeks his cure was 
pronounced, In a few months however, the 
dfeafe returned; ulcers having formed in 

the throat, accompanied with nocturnal 

pains in his head and limbs, for which he 

underwent a ſalivation, and was again ſup- 

poſed to have received a cure; but in leſs. 
than fix months he was obliged to apply once 

| more 


1 

more to his ſurgeon, the diſeaſe having re- 
appeared with the addition of a node on the 
left ſhin- bone; he was ſalivated a ſecond 
time, and was ſaid to be perfectly cured. 
After ſome months the diſeaſe again ap- 
peared, when he employed another ſurgeon 
who perſuaded him to make trial of ſaliva- 
tion for the third time, which affording only 
a temporary relief, he conſulted a phyfician, 
by whoſe directions he took /' medicines 
for ſeveral months, until the diſeaſe was 
thought to be removed ; being reduced by 
this proceſs to a very languid ſtate, country 
air and aſs's milk was recommended, but 
they had not the defired effect; for ſoon 
after the diſcontinuance of anti-venereals, 
he gradually relapſed into his former ſitua- 
tion. His medical friends bemg again con- 
ſulted, they ſtrongly urged the neceſſity of 
a fourth ſalivation, as the only probable 
means of ſucceeding ; by this time he en- 
tertained no very high opinion of ſalivation, 
but being almoſt worn out with pain and 
diſappointment,' he agreed to it with this 
proviſo, that it ſhould be carried to ſuch a 
degree, as to terminate in the perfect re- 
eſtabliſhment of his health, or in the grand 
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cure of all mortal complaints. To humour 
him they acquieſced in the propoſal, and 
he was ſalivated for the fourth time; the 


ſpitting they aſſured him was continued as 


long, and to as great a degree as his ſtrength 
poſſibly could admit of: and every circum» 
ſtance” confidered, they had not the leaſt 
reaſon to doubt but a radical cure would be 
the conſequence, This deſirable prediction 
however, was by no means verified, as 
evidently appeared in the courſe of a few 
months, the diſeaſe returning with ſeem» 
ingly accumulated virulence which he ob- 
ſerved to be the caſe after each of the pre- 
ceding ſalivations. Having finiſhed the nar- 
rative, he deſired to be informed whether 
I could render him any ſervice, which he 
was induced to believe might happen, from 
fome account he had lately heard of my 
having affected cures after the failure of re- 
peated ſalivations. I told him that I had 


been ſucceſsful in that line, and notwith- 
ſtanding the obftinacy of his diſeaſe, I 


entertained ſome hopes of relieving him. 
After ſome further converſation, he deſired 
me to adminiſter what I thought proper, 
and that he would ſtrictly obſerve my 

Mn directions 
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directions in every reſpect. Accordingly, I 
recommended a courſe of alteratives z and 
at the ſame tune the maſt nutritious diet, 
with moderate exerciſe in the open air, to 


be frequently repeated, proportionably to 


his encreale of ſtrength Within the firſt 
fortnight I ſent him three times to a bagnio, 
in order both to cleanſe the ſkin and pro- 
mote perſpiration, By theſe means he ob- 
tained a perfect cure in the ſpace of ten 
weeks, and has remained healthy ever ſince. 


E A 


A GENTLEMAN in che county of Corn- 
wall, four years ago, put himſelf under my 
care; his caſe was a confirmed pox, under 
which he had laboured near eight years, the 
ſymptoms at times having been palliated by 
five ſalivations, and a variety of medicines. 
Upon my requeſting to be informed of every 
particular relative to his complaint, he told 
me, that being a man of very few words, 
he never dealt in long narrations, of which 


his caſe would prove one if given in detail; 


he ſhould therefore mention a few of the 
molt material circumſtances, and wrap them 
| 12 up 
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up in very ſmall compaſs. He ſaid, That 
about eight years before, he contracted a 
ſmall chancre on the penis near the frænum, 
which his ſurgeon healed in a few days by 
the uſe of mercurials both externally and 
internally, A ſhort time after a bubo form- 
ed in the groin; it ſuppurated, was opened by 
cauſtic, and, after diſcharging ſome weeks, 
healed; he took medicines fix or eight 
weeks, and-was ſaid to be cured. In the 
courſe of a few months he was viſited by 
an ulcer in the throat, nodes, and nocturnal 
pains. In fine, the inveteracy of his diſeaſe 
was ſuch, that, from the time above-men- 
tioned, to that in which he was ſpeaking, 
it had withſtood five ſalivations, and great 
quantities of different medicines adminiſter- 
ed between each of them: and (as he ex- 
preſſed it) had he not had the conſtitution 
of a horſe, the diſeaſe, or the methods uſed 
for its removal, muſt in that length of time 
have deſtroyed him: but thanks to heaven, 
his ſtamina were naturally of the ſtrongeſt 
kind. He was now quite emaciated and 
worn down with noCturnal pains in his 
head, limbs, &c. There were three nodes 
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on his ribs, and a large ulcer on the head, 
from whence ſeveral pieces of bone had ex- 
foliated, and many more were ſo looſe as to 
require extraction ſoon after he became my 
patient ; this opening had been made by 
a cauſtic for the purpoſe of diſcharging a 
large collection of matter, Theſe were his 
ſymptoms at the time he made application 
to me; and notwithſtanding the meaſures 
hitherto adopted had ſucceeded no better 
than as mere palliatives, I diſpaired not of 
removing the diſeaſe ; having ſo frequently 
experienced the powerful effects of alterants 
in the moſt confirmed caſes, where many 
repeated ſalivations had proved abortive. 
This gentleman acquired a radical cure in 
three months by the uſe of alteratives: had 
the exfoliations been completed ſooner, I 
fhould not have given him the medicines 


lo long. 


C- ASCE: MEE 


In the year 1777, a Gentleman from the 
county of York, came up to town to be 
under my care He had been afflicted with 
a venereal complaint almoſt ever ſince his 

birth, 
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birth, by means of an infected nurſe, whoſe 
foul milk ſo gradually affected him, that 
ſome weeks elapſed before his parents were 
able to account for his declining ſtate of 
health; happily however, the cauſe was 
diſcovered, and- a check put to the rapid 
_ progreſs of the diſeaſe, by means of anti- 
venereals, The growth however of the 
child was much impeded, as the medicines 
though continued a long time had only 
palliated the ſymptoms, and ſaved the life 
of the patient. When he conſulted me, 
his age did not exceed twenty years, he 
carried but little fleſh, and was low in ſta- 
ture, although his parents were the reverſe, 
Foul eruptions frequently infeſted many 
parts of his body, and ſometimes afforded 
a temporary relicf from the achs and pains 
which he generally at other times expe- 
rienced. His eyes were extremely weak, 
and often ſo much affected by this acrid 
humour, as to be threatened with a loſs of 
fight, The infection having been thus 
deeply rooted in the conſtitution, and m a 
manner interwoven with it from his in- 
fancy, I entertained very ſlender hopes of 
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totally eradicating it; this opition I com- 
municated to my patient, wha, nevertheleſs, 
entered very cheerfully upon a courſe of my 
medicines, which ſome of his acquaintance 


had frequently. given him a very favourable: 


account of. In the ſpace of three weeks. 


he acquired a good appetite ; the cutaneous 


eruption gradually gave way, as did like- 


wiſe the pain in his limbs, &c. he daily im- 


proved in ſtrength and fpirits, and at the 


end of three months appeared to be in high 
health, and was grown fat. By my advice 
he continued the medicines three months 


longer, and was then perfectly cured. 


LET this, amongſt many other ſimilar 
inſtances, ſerve as a caution to parents how 


they entruſt their infant offspring to mer- 
cenaties. Other acrid humours may often 
be derived from the ſame unhappy ſource. 


E AS E ANA. 
A TraDeSMAN in Weſtminſter, about 
two years and a half ſince, became my pa- 


tient, together with his wife and child, who, 


at that time, were all infected with the 


venereal diſeaſe; the man had a copper- 
coloured 
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coloured eruption on his body, and an ulcer 
in the throat; the woman a bubo in the 
right groin, and nocturnal pains; and the 
child a venereal eruption which overſpread 
the greateſt part of its body. This com- 
plicated ſcene of diſtreſs took its riſe from 
the huſband, who informed me, that nine 
or ten months before, he had made an 
imprudent connexion ; twelve days after 
which, a ſmall ulceration (a common ex- 
coriation he ſuppoſed it to be, though in 
reality a chancre*) made its appearance on 
the . glans penis, near the frænum: not 
ſuſpecting it to be venereal, he applied a 
piece of dry lint or cotton, which healed it 
in a few days. On examining the part, I 
found, that notwithſtanding it had ſkinned 
over ſo readily, yet there remained a ſmall. 
calloſity, from which all this miſchief had 
originated. In the courſe of a few months 
he had reaſon to ſuſpect himſelf to be in- 
fected, and a ſhort time after the mortifica- 
tion to find that he had communicated the 
diſeaſe to his wife, from whoſe milk it was 
conveyed to the child alſo, An enlargement 


* By the patient's account, not much larger than 
a pin's head. 
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of the inguinal gland was the firſt venereal 


ſymptom that attacked the woman, none of 
the neighbouring parts having been at all 
affected; we may therefore conclude,. that 


ſhe received the infection from the conta- 
minated ſemen of the man, The family 
ſurgeon and apothecary having for ſome 
time adminiſtered medicines without the 
defired effect, I was thereupon called in, 
and found the parties 1n the ſituation as a- 
bove deſcribed, The child at this time was 
not more than twelve months old, conſe- 
quently very little. ſucceſs could be ex- 
pected from the application of medicine 
immediately to the infant itſelf, for, let 


the preparation be ever ſo palatable to the 


taſte, or gentle in its effects, a ſufficient 
quantity would not be taken to eradicate a 


diſeaſe of this kind. Therefore, I deſired 
the mother to continue ſuckling her child, 


that the remedy might be conveyed to it 


through the ſame channel that had com- 


municated the diſeaſe z for this purpoſe, 


I immediately put her under a courſe of 
alteratives, of which we could only take 
{mall doſes on account of the infant, where- 
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by the cure was protracted to near four 
months, at which period I had the ſatis- 
faction of ſeeing both mother and child 
perfectly freed from this loathſome diſeaſe. 
The man's health was re-eſtabliſhed in half 

the time that had been requiſite for the cure 
of his wife and child, by reaſon of his tak- 
ing the medicines in their full doſes. 


I coviD mention ſeveral caſes ſimilar to 
the foregoing ones, was I not of opinion, 
that they will elucidate the ſubject as well 
as ten times the number. 


N. B. In the treatment of chancres, their 
callofity ſhould be removed as expeditiouſly 
as poſſible, to prevent the ill effects of ab- 
ſorption which will otherwiſe enſue. 


' ExCoRIATIONS on the glans penis and 
przxputium of men, and on the labia pudendi, 
vagina, &c, of women, have very frequently 
been treated in the moſt erroneous manner; 
fome that were truly venereal, have been 
totally neglected, whilſt others that aroſe. 
from very different cauſes, have been ſo 
carefully attended to, as almoſt to endanger 
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the life of the patient; by the application 
of ſtrong mercurials, draſtic purges, &c. 
Nor are inſtances wanting of perſons being 
ſalivated on the like occaſion, 


- PROPHYLACTICS.': -: 

Having treated hitherto on curatives 
only, let us now beſtow a few thoughts 
upon preventives, The doctrine of pre- 
vention, although it may not be coeval with 
the diſeaſe, is nevertheleſs of confiderable 
antiquity ; for the accompliſhment of ſo 
deſirable a purpoſe, a great variety of me- 
thods have been propoſed ; many of them 
are to the higheſt degree abſurd, and a fe 
only that bear even the ſemblance of pro- 
bability, particularly amongſt thoſe recom» 
mended by the ancients, 


Dune my attendance at the lectures 
of medical profeſſors ſeveral years ſince, I 
have frequently been much entertained at 
the ingenuity with which this ſubject has 
been handled. One of theſe gentleman has 


ſtrongly contended, that a mucilaginous or 


oleaginous application is the only topical 
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one that can be depended upon; and, in 
ſupport of this opinion, expatiated on the 
power of emollient and unctuous remedies 
in correcting or counteracting the moſt 
acrid and corroſive ſubſtances, by blunting 
their ſpicula, and ſheathing the acute an- 
gles, &c. thereof. Avother profeſſor, per- 
haps equally learned, and probably not 
inferior to the former in experience, inſiſts, 


that a ſtrong alkali is the only thing which 


can effect this grand deſideratum, and for 
this reaſon, that in order to expel the ve- 
nereal virus as expeditiouſly as poſſible, no- 
thing will be ſo likely to anſwer that pur- 


poſe, as a medicine of this kind, which 


immediately ſtimulates the glands to ſuch 
a degree, as to produce a very copious ſe- 
cretion of their fluids, and thereby diſlodge 
the enemy without either impediment or 
delay. With equal plauſibility, acids have 
been recommended by ſome, and ſpirits by 
others ; not conſidering that the pain, &c. 
ariſing therefrom, would frequently injure 
as much, and perhaps ſometimes more, 
than the diſeaſe which they were intended 


to guard againſt, 


Ver 


FF. 
Very numerous have been the advocates 
for mercurial preparations, whilft' ſeveral 
have given the preference to thoſe of lead. 
Every man of experience, however, muſt 
acknowlcdge that theories in general (how 
ſpecious ſoever they may appear) are, the 


major part of them, extremely defective, 


when put to the teſt. + I have mylelf ſeen a 
number of various experiments made on the 
preſent ſubject; indeed the line of practice 
in which for many years I have been mate- 
rially engaged, has enabled me to proſecute 
an enquiry of this kind to as great an ex- 
tent as moſt men: and after all, I am per- 
ſuaded that very gentle ſtimulants“ will an- 
ſwer the purpoſe more effectually than ap- 
plications of any other ſort; I am led to be 
of ſuch an opinion from the very great ſue- 
ceſs that has attended this mode of preſer- 
vation for ſeveral years paſt; thoſe of my 
patients who have made the proper and 


timely uſe of a compoſition of this kind, 


have not been infected, I believe, once in 


fifty times upon an average; which conſi- 
dering all circumſtances, is as much as can 


m 


1 A weak ſolution of metallic ſalts. 
q reaſonably 
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reaſonably be expected. Were I to aſſert 
that any medicine or preparation is infalli- 
ble, I ſhould pay no great compliment to 
the underſtanding of my readers, by ad- 
vancing ſo palpable a falſchood ; ſuffice it 


to obſerve, that ſome of my friends enter- 


tain the higheſt opinion of this compoſition, 


from the great and repeated riſks they have 


ran for many months ſucceſſively, without 


receiving the leaſt injury; notwithſtanding 
their ſometimes copulating with ſuch as 


they knew to be infected at the time of 
action. 


To guard againſt the infection, ſome 
practitioners have thought it ſufficient to 
adviſe the application of unctuous or other 
ſubſtances to the glans penis, in order to 
obſtruct or cloſe up the abſorbent veſſels or 
pores thereof, being of opinion, that the 


enemy always gets admiſſion that way: in 


oppoſition to ſuch doctrine, be it remem- 
bered, that chancres frequently fix upon 
other parts of the penis, and ſometimes 
attack the ſcrotum and its vicinities, from 
which buboes have enſued, as appears in 


ſome of the foregoing caſes, 


GLEETS. 
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6 LE ETS. 


Or gleets iſſuing from the urethra, there 


are two ſpecies upon which I propoſe mak- 
ing ſome obſervations ; namely, the venereal 
gleet, and the ſeminal one. The former 


1s the diſcharge which ſucceeds a clap; in 
other words, the running that continues 


after the removal of infection; this diſeaſe 


ariſes from the urethral ulcerations not hav- 
ing been healed in proper time, which may 
be occaſioned by various means; for in- 


ſtance, by too frequent repetition of ſtrong 


cathartics; by unctuous applications long 


continued; by acrimonious humours; in 


fine, by any thing that relaxes to too great 
a degree, or for too long a continuance. 


Tux cure is often protracted by the ir- 
regularity of the patient, who ſometimes 1s 


kind enough to impute it to the miſmanage- 


ment of his ſurgeon; and, on the other hand, 
it may ſo happen, as to be PAY the caſe, 


Sox of the reaſons aſſigned for ts diffi- 


culty of curing ulcers on the legs, will hold 


good 
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good in thoſe of the urethra ; the ſituation 
of both affording a depending orifice, or 
| drain to the humours, which conſequently 
1 will very readily flow down thereto; and 
| when Nature has been accuſtomed for a 
| length of time to any particular evacuation, 
= and the outlet thereof, the flux of humours 
will there be very confiderable, and the taſk 
of diverting them to any other channel will 

be proportionably difficult, 


 AnoTHER diſagreeable circumſtance at- 
tending ulcerations of the urethra, is, the 
frequent flows of urine over them, which 
at times being highly acrimonious, muſt. 
interrupt the digeſtion of the ulcers ; and 
a part of it lodging in them, may corrode 
in ſome degree, unleſs prevented by pro- 
per topical applications, which cannot here 
be conveyed in a more ſuitable form than 
that of injection. And even after the ulcers 
are healed it will generally be found expe- 
dient to continue injection a week or ten 
days longer, to confirm the parts, and de- 
fend them from the urinous ſalts, which 
* (ſhould this precaution be omitted) are 
ſometimes 
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ſometinies ſo acrid as to abrade the new 
ſkin, and make the ſores diſcharge afreſh, 
The ſame thing may happen when the urine 
is loaded with coarſe gravel or ſtones, which 
will ſoon deſtroy the tender cicatrix ; and 
if neglected but a few days, a defluction of 
humours to the part may enſue, and muſt | 
conſequently retard the cure, 


80 high an opinion do I entertain of in- 
jections, that I will venture to affirm, that 
almoſt every gleet (unaccompanied with 
caruncles, or calous edges of thoſe ulcers 
from whence it proceeds) may be cured by 
injection, provided the redundant acrimony 
(if there happens to be any) ſhall have been 
previouſly corrected. Innumerable almoſt 
are the inſtances which might be produced 
in ſupport of this opinion: a few only of 
the moſt remarkable ones will be here in- 
troduced to elucidate that point. 


GLEETs, attended with great obſtructions 
in the urethra, occaſioned by carnoſities, 
caruncles, calloſities, funguſſes, &c. (call 
them by what names you pleaſe) will ge- 
nerally require medicated bougies to re- 
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move them before we can expect a radical 
cure of the glect. They will likewiſe be 


neceſſary in the removal of ſtriftures, and 


the callous edges of old obſtinate ulcers in 


this part. 


As to the compoſition of bougies, great 
care muſt be had that nothing corroſive or 
very ſtimulatiug be introduced therein; on 
the contrary, it muſt conſiſt of the mildeſt 


digeſtives; and, when formed into bougies, 


muſt have a very even poliſhed ſurface, and 
be of ſuch temper or conſiſtence as readily 


to adapt themſelves to the curvatures, &c. 


of the urethra, and yet at the ſame time be 
endued with ſufficient ſtrength to make the 
neceflary preſſure. The foregoing caution 
relative to the compolition of bougies, can- 


not be too much inculcated, when we con- 


ſider the delicate texture of the urethra and 
its extreme irritability: no part of the body, 
I preſume, bearing greater analogy in point 
of ſenſibility, than the urethra to the eye. 


— 


In the management of bougies, more 
attention is neceſſary than people in general 


imagine; for inſtance, if too large a one be 


intro- 


EN 
introduced, or too much force uſed, either 
an hæmorrhage (that very much alarms the 
patient, though in other reſpects not pre- 
judicial) or an inflammation enſues, which 
muſt retard the cure, ſhould it produce no 
other 3 effect. 


Tux diſtention of theſe parts ought to be 


made very gradually for the ” reaſons above 
aſſigned, as well as to avoid the pain that 
muſt otherwiſe be occaſioned. If the end 
of the bougie be ſuffered to preſs againſt 
the neck of the bladder, it generally ſtimu- 
| lates to ſuch a degree, as to produce a 
ſtrangury, 


A LIGATURE of ſome kind ſhould be al- 
ways affixed to a bougie, previous to, or im- 
mediately after introduction, both to pre- 
vent it from flipping into the bladder, and 
to retain it exactly in the proper ſituation, 


How long each bougie may be worn, will 
depend upon the irritation it occaſions; it 
muſt not remain in the urethra after it be- 
comes painful, for reaſons very obvious. 


When the urethra has been habituated to 
1 them, 
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them, they may be retained the whole 
night, provided ſleep be not thereby pre- 
vented, or much interrupted, _ 


ANTECEDENT to a courſe of bougies, it 


will frequently be neceſſary to prepare the 


parts with a cooling injection, and to repeat 
it during the ule of them, as ſoon as the 
leaſt ſymptom of inflammation makes its 
appearance. Gentle aperients at this time 
may likewiſe be ſerviceable, ſuch as leni- 
tive electuary, ſulphur, magneſia, &c. Mo- 
derate exerciſe, and a total abſtinence from 


acids and ſtrong liquors muſt alſo be en- 


joined 0 2 Z as 


As to the length of time which may be 


proper to continue the uſe of bougies, that 
muſt depend upon the degree of obſtruction 
in the paſſage, and the irritability thereof, 
together with the patient's habit of body, 


and many other circumſtances. 


Ir will not, I believe, be diſputed, that 


there may be the abuſe, as well as proper 


uſe of bougies, for ſhould they be continued 
long after the — of diſcharge, a 
* freſh 
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freſh running will be produced, by the very 
means employed to remove the old one; 
they are not, however, to be left off abrupt 
ly; it muſt be done gradatim, leſt the ci- 
catrix ſhould exceed its due bounds, and 
thereby leſſen the diameter of the urethra. 


Mex ſometimes want patience under a 


courſe of bougie ; but the time may be 
greatly ſhortened by the aſſiſtance of proper 
injections. Many inſtances indeed have oc- 


curred, where injection has performed a. 


cure after bougie, and every other remedy 
proved ineffectual. Such improvement has 
of late been made in this reſpect, that 
I do not find it neceſſary to uſe half the 
number of bougies which I formerly did; 
cures now being effected in ſo much leſs 
time, 


C AS E XXIII. 


In the month of March, 1777, I was ap- 
plied to by a Gentleman of fortune in the 
county of Derby, who had laboured under 
a venereal gleet for more than fix years; in 
the courſe of which time he had employed 
| ſeveral 


* 


1 

ſeveral of the faculty 1 in his own neighbour- 
hood, and made journies to town for the 
opinions and preſcriptions of ſome eminent 
ones in the metropolis; in conſequence 
whereof, he had ufed a variety of medicines 
both external and internal, which afforded 
him only a temporary relief ; the diſcharge 
generally returning in ten days or a fort- 
night afterwards, The diſeaſe commenced, 
he ſaid, in the year 1770, when he con- 
tracted a clap, for the cure of which, his 
ſurgeon had purged him pretty briſkly, and 
uſed a conſiderable quantity of mercurial 
ointment, until the infection was ſuppoſed 
to be removed; then, balſamics, aſtrin- 
gents, &c. &c. were adminiſtered ; and he 
afterwards uſed the cold bath for ſeveral 
weeks ſucceſſively. All theſe expedients 
however proved merely palliative, as the 
complaint conſtantly returned ſoon after 
their diſcontinuance, The diſcharge was 
copious and of a deep yellow colour; I de- 
fired permiſſion to examine the urethra with 
a bougie, he readily aſſented, but obſerved 
that bougies would be of no ſervice to him, 
having uſed them upwards of eleven months 
without 


3 
without any good effect; I informed him 


that I did not propoſe his wearing them, 


unleſs there ſhould be a very material ob- 
ſtruction in the paſſage ; which upon ex- 
amination not being the caſe, I recom- 


mended alteratives and an aſtringent in- 


jection, the former to be continued three 


weeks or a month, and the latter, double 


that time — with moderate exerciſe, and a 
ſtrict abſtinence from acids of every kind; 
and at the ſame time to keep his body ſolu- 
tive with ſulphur or magneſia alba. By theſe 
means he was radically cured in the ſpace 
of two months, and has remained well ever 
ſince, as he perſonally informed me in the 
month of January, 1780. 


C AS E XXIV. 


ABouT two years ſince a Gentleman in 


Weſtminſter applied to me for the removal 
of a gleet, which had troubled him twelve 
years; during that time, he had at intervals 
taken a great deal of medicine, and of various 


kinds. One remarkable circumſtance attend- 


ing this caſe, was, that notwithſtanding the 
very loug continuance of the running, no 
I a carnoſities 
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caruoſities or obſtructions of any ſort had 
formed in the urethra, which I aſcertained 
by the introduction of a bougie, previous to 
dleelivering any opinion upon it; when finding 
the paſſage perfectly clear, I told my patient 
that his complaint in all probability might 
be removed without much difficulty, pro- 
vided he would live temperately, and adhere 
ſtrictly to the rules I ſhould preſcribe; name- 
ly, to avoid acids, ſtrong liquors, and vio- 
lent exerciſe ; and regularly to uſe every 
night and morning a ſyringeful of injection. 
Theſe he did; and was perfectly cured in 

the courſe of three months. 


AS E N. 


A NokLR Lon p, in the month of May, 
1778, ſent for me, on account of a gleet at- 
tended with a ſmall obſtruction in the ure- 

thra: he informed me that his diſorder was 

of four years ſtanding, and had reſiſted every 
means preſcribed for its removal; that he 
had taken a variety of medicines, been once 
ſalivated, and had uſed bougies. The diſ- 
charge was thin, yellow, and copious, un- 
accompanied with either pain or inflamma- 

| tion. 
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tion. As his Lordſhip was of a good habit 
of body, I did not preſcribe any internal 


remedies, but truſted wholly to injection, 


A 


which in the ſpace of fix weeks effected a 


radical cure, 


N. B. The ſame regimen was obſerved 


as in the preceding caſe, and the injection 


was uſed three times each day, 


C A8 EVE 
A STATIONER in Weſtminſter, three 
years ago, applied to me, in conſequence of 
a gleet, with a ſmall caruncle in the urinary 
canal, which complaint he had laboured 
under upwards of five years, and during that 


time had uſed yarious medicines, but they 
had all proved ineffectual; he was however, 


perfectly cured in leſs than two months, 


merely by the uſe of injection. | 


C AS E W. 


I was conſulted about two years ſince by 


a Coal-merchant in the county of Middleſex, 
| M | who 


( $2 | 
who had then contracted a virulent gonor- 
rhæa, in addition to an old gleet with which 
he had been troubled for ſome years. He 
. expreſſed much concern at this accident, 
; imagining that the gleet would be a great 
impediment to the cure of the gonorrhea ; 
but I ſoon made him eaſy on that head, by. 
obſerving, that probably both complaints 
would be removed at the ſame time, as I 
had very frequently been fortunate enough 
to cure clap and gleet both together: and 
indeed it ſo happened in this caſe, at the 
end of five weeks, by means of injection 
and an alterative apozem. 


C ASE. XXVIII. 


ABouT ſeventeen months ago, an Iriſh 
Peer became my patient; his caſe was a ve- 
nereal gleet, with which he had been afflicted 
many years: bougies as well as internal me- 
dicines had been repeatedly uſed without 
ſucceſs, Upon examination I found a ſmall 

*« Ccarnolity in the urethra, from which iſſued a 
moderate quantity of yellow matter. I pro- 
poſed injection, but he at firſt objected to it, 

| | alledging 
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alledging his having tried it without effect; 
not conſidering (as I obſerved to him) that 
the compoſition of injections was as likely to 
vary as that of any other remedy. 1 likewiſe 
related to him ſome inſtances wherein that 
mode of cure had been particularly ſucceſsful 
after every other had proved the reverſe. He 
thereupon agreed to put it once more to the 
teſt, but was obliged to defer it for a few 
weeks on account of a long journey he was 
the next day to ſet out upon. In the courſe 
of a month his Lordſhip returned, and then 
informed me that my attendance was doubly 
neceflary to him ; having, on the journey, 
added a clap to the old diforder. The run- 
ning was plentiful, and accompanied with 
a heat of urine and chordee. 


I IMMEDIATELY recommended the uſe 


of injection and a few alterative pills, which, 
with a proper regimen, perfectly cured him 

of both clap and gleet in the ſpace of 
thirty-two days. 


From the number of caſes that I have 


ſeen ſimilar to the preceding ones, where a 
M2 | freſh 
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freſh infection has been engrafted upon an 
old gleet, and the little difficulty generally 


experienced in removing both together, I 
am led to believe, that in many inſtances, the 


ſtimulus produced by the venereal virus, has 
frequently contributed to accelerate the cure 
of the glect ; and particularly ſo, when it 
fixes immediately upon the old ulcer ; whole 
callous edges may thus be removed more 
ſpeedily perhaps than by any other means. 


_ A very ſtriking inſtance of this kind 
will be found 1n the ſubſequent caſe. 


EC ASD & ANC 


Four years ſince a Linen-draper in the 
City, after having ineffectually employed 
ſeveral gentlemen of the faculty for the re- 
maval of a venereal gleet which had troubled 
him eight years, made application to me for 
the ſame purpoſe. I examined the urethra 
with a bovgie, and found very little obſtrue- 
tion therein; I then inquired into the differ- 
ent methods of cure that had been adopted 


by his other ſurgeons, to which he replied, 


that 


( 8-4 
that after going through ſeveral mercurial 
courſes, taking a great quantity of balſamies, 
and uſing a variety of aſtringents internally as 
well as topically, bougies were at laſt recom- 
mended ; and notwithſtanding the uninter- 
rupted application of them for ſome months, 
and the ſtricteſt regimen at the ſame time 
being obſerved, the diſeaſe ſtill maintained 
its ground, Upon further enquiry, I found 
that my patient was a very temperate man, 
and rather of a cold phlegmatic habit; Ithere- 
fore judged that an alteration in his mode 
of liviug might be of uſe, and accordingly 
preſcribed half a pint of good port wine to 
be taken every day after dinner, and twice or 
thrice that quantity after ſupper. I likewiſe 
ordered an injection to be uſed night and: 

morning, anda few internal alteratives. This 
plan was purſued for a fortnight or- three 
weeks without producing any very material 
alteration iu the diſeaſe ; his ſpirits and appe- 
tite however were greatly benefited, inſo- 
much, that in the courſe of a week or ten 
days longer perſeverance therein, he was in- 
duced once more to pay his devoirs at the 
ſhrine of Venus, and there again became a 
| burnt- 
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burnt-offering, having then acquired both 
clap and chancres. His reward for ſtealing 
fire (if it may be deemed a' theft) differed 
widely from that which Prometheus ex- 
perienced ; for, to his great joy and ſurpriſe, 
the old inveterate gleet was radically cured 

by the means uſed to remove the gonorrhea 
and chancres, in the courſe of twenty-eight 


days. 


Ir may be aſked, whether no ſuccedane- 
um, can be invented to anſwer the purpoſe 
as well as venereal matter? To which I 
ſhould only give this auſwer, let future ex- 
periments and obſervations aſcertain that 
point, It may likewiſe be ſuggeſted, that the 
ſuppoſed advantages accruing from this freſh 
infection, do not abſolutely ariſe therefrom, 
but from the medicines uſed in conſequence 


of it, which may ſo correct the latent acri- 


mony of the blood and juices, as to effect a 
cure merely by that circumſtance. My re- 


ply to this will be, that I have adminiſtered 


the ſame kind of medicines, and for a longer 
time in ſome of theſe caſes, previous to the 
new infection. It may then perhaps be ſaid, 
that they were not continued long enough ; 
be 


E 
be it ſo; or at this rate we might go on 
ad infinitum, and never put a period to our 
ſuppoſitions; we will therefore leave to 
practice inſtead of theory, the determination 
of this matter. 


CASE XXX. 


I was conſulted a few years ago by the 
Captain of a marching regiment, who had 
been afflicted many years with obſtructions 
in the urethra—they were particularly diſ- 
treſſing to him during the late war, occaſion- 
ing repeated ſuppreſſions of urine, which at 
length became ſo frequent, as to oblige him 
to carry a ſmall catheter, or a bougie gene- 
rally in his pocket; ; unluckily, however, he 
was unprovided in that reſpect once upon 


a forced march, when being attacked with 


a total ſuppreſſion of urine, aud having no 
aſſiſtance at hand, he was under the neceſ- 
ſity of taking a ſmall twig from a tree, and 
after properly ſhaping, forced it through the 
obſtructions into the bladder, made a paſ- 
ſage for the urine, and thereby ſaved his 
life, which had often been in the moſt im- 
minent danger from the ſame cauſe, 
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Ar the time he applied to me the urethra 
was ſo much obſtructed with caruncles, that 
I found great difficulty in paſſing the ſmalleſt 
bougie, and therefore recommended the im- 
mediate application of them: his anſwer was, 
« That if no other means were uſed he was 
very certain no cure would be obtained, hays 
ing worn bougies at times for ſome years paſt,” 
I replied, That internal remedies were like- 
wiſe indiſpenſably neceffary in his caſe, by 
reaſon of the very high degree of ſcurvy with 
which he was moſt evidently infeſted ; his 
body being almoſt covered with puſtules, 
boils and ſcabs, the rankeſt of the kind that 
J had ever ſeen, Very powerful antiſcor- 
butics were therefore liberally adminiſtered ' 
during the whole courſe of bougie, in order 
to correct that acrimony, which would 
otherwiſe have much impeded, if not en- 
tirely prevented the formation of a proper 
cicatrix. The diſcharge from the urethra 
was very plentiful for the firſt three weeks, 
and from its ſharpneſs ſometimes inflamed 
the glans penis and præputium as well as 
the urinary duct, but was kept within 
bounds by the uſe of emolient and cooling 


injections. Thus, was the urcthra entirely 
cleared : 
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89 J 
cleared of obſtructions, the body of its 
acrimonious humour, and in leſs than four 
months the patient's health perfectly re- 
eſtabliſhed. 


C AS E XXII. 

A MemBg of the Houſe of Commons, 
about a year ago, ſent for me on account of 
an obſtruction in the urethra, which had 
troubled him ſome years, and of late pro- 
duced a frequent inclination to make urine, 
though it could flow now only in a very 
ſmall ſtream, and with much difficulty, 
from the increaſed ſize of the carnoſity. 
The obſtruQion was ſo great, that it would 
not admit the ſmalleſt bougie to paſs it ; I 
therefore contented myſelf with introducing 
one up to the caruncle, upon which it made 
a gentle preſſure, being properly fixed with 
a ligature ; I gave directions for its being 
retained in the ſame poſition as long as 
' poſſible, that the bougie might gradually 
either inſinuate itſelf through this fleſhy 
ſubſtance, or elſe lip paſt it. My patient 
perſevered in the method I had propoſed 
for the ſpace of near eleven hours, when he 
had the ſatisſaction of perceiving that the 

* obſtruction 
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| obttruction gave way to the bougie. A ſmall 


_ hemorrhage enſued, which in a few minutes 


ceaſed of itſelf—ſoon afterwards he attemp- 
ted to make urine, but at firſt found the 
paſſage more obſtructed than utual ; how- 
ever, upon ſtraining, he forced out ſome- 
thing, which he imagined was coagulated 
blood, but on examination, it proved to be 
the carnoſity itſelf—in ſhape and fize it 
nearly reſembled a pea, and was compoſed 
of a tough membranous ſubſtance—the 
baſis of it was very ſmall, as will be readily 
conceived from its being ſo eaſily ſeparated. 
The unuſual frequency of making water 
immediately ceaſed upon the removal of the 
excreſcence, which without doubt had fo 
ſtimulated the parts as to be the occaſion 
of it ; upon the ſame principle I preſume 
as any extraneous body would have done. 
Aſtringent injections now became neceſſary 
to procure a firm cicatrix ; bougies were 
likewiſe frequently introduced to preſerve 
the natural diameter of the urethra in that 
particular part; and, in order to confirm 
the cure, theſe applications were continued 


about a week or ten days, 3 
CASE 


3 


[ 97 1 
„„ N  XE 


A TRADESMAN in Weſtminſter, was for 
ſeveral weeks incommoded with a trequent 


defire to void urine, which at length en- 


creaſed to ſuch a degree as to prevent his 


_ attendance on buſineſs: thus circumitanced, 


he became my patient, Upon enquiry, I 
found that he had not been ſubject to either 
gravel or ſtone, nor was there any reaſon to 
ſuſpect that infection had given riſe to the 
complaint, 1 then propoſed to examine the 


urethra with a bougie, but was prevented 


by a wart juſt within the orifice ; that ex- 
creſcence I removed with ſeiſſars, and de- 
ſtroyed its roots with an eſcharotic. The 
patient informed me next day that he no 
longer felt any irritation at the neck of his 
bladder, nor had any inclination to urine 
oftener than he uſually did before the diſ- 
order took place. The parts ſoon healed ; 
and he has been free from ſtrangury ever 
ſince. e 


HERE we may Ges, that a diſeaſe at 
one end of the urethra, will produce a diſ- 


N 2 agreeable 
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agreeable ſenſation at the other. It fre- 


. quently happens that a ſtone in the bladder, 


when it preſſes in a particular direction, will 
create ſuch an itching at the glans penis and 
præputium, that the patient cannot refrain 
from rubbing ang pulling thoſe parts. 


' EXCRESCENCES in the urethra ſometimes 
affect very materially the ſeminal ducts, as 


will appear in ſome of the following caſes, 


IT often occurs, even in claps, that the 
patient thinks his diſeaſe ſeated in one part 


of the urethra, when it happens to be in 


another : indeed we cannot wonder at the 


many inſtances of very great ſympathy in 
theſe parts, when we conſider their exqui- 


fite ſenſibility, 


C A'S E XXXIIL 


A GENTLEMAN in the county of Norfolk, 


had many years laboured under a difficulty of 


making urine, occaſioned by excreſcences in 
the urethra, the conſequence of a long con- 


tinued gleet. He had had frequent ſuppreſ- 


ſions 
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ſions of urine after. violent exerciſe, hard 


drinking, or exceſſes of any kind ; this he 
deemed merely a temporary inconvenience, it 
having generally been ſoon removed by the 
introduction of a catheter or a bougie: which 


circumſtance rendered him negligent as to 


the making of proper application for a radical 
cure, However, he at laſt ſuffered very 
ſeverely for his inattention, as will appear 
in the ſequel. In the month of June, 1977, 
being very much heated with exerciſe and 
high living, he was attacked by his old com- 
plaint, (the ſuppreſſion of urine) and recourſe 
was immediately had to the former expe» 
cents, but the inflammation and obſtruction 
were ſo great, that no inſtrument could 
be paſſed into the bladder—his ſurgeon 
endeavoured to relieve him by, the uſual 
means, ſuch as bleeding, warm bathing, 
terebinthinate, and other clyſters, anodynes, 


&c. but they proved ineffectual. After ths 


ſuppreſſion had continued upwards of thirty 
hours, he determined to come up to town, 
though at the diſtance of more than one 
hundred miles. The anxiety and pain that 
he experienced during the journey, may be 

| better 
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better 1magined than deſcribed. On his 


arrival in town he immediately ſent for me: 
but, half an hour before 1 ſaw him, the urine 
had forced its way through the perinzum, a 
part of which, and of the adjoining ſcrotum, 
I found in a mortified ſtate. The mortification 
extended at leaſt fix inches in circumference. 


Fo the pale emaciated aſpect of my pa- 
tient, I could not expect any great aſſiſtance 
from his conſtitution, which, by his own ac- 
count, had been much impaired by a long 


| ſucceſſion of irregularities. His age did not 


exceed forty years; in the laſt ten of which 
he had been frequently attacked with ſevere 
fits of the gout, All theſe circumſtances con- 
fidered, I could not form the moſt favourable 


_ prognoſis ; however, I was particularly care- 


ful, that my opinion ſhould not be couched 
in ſuch terms as might depreſs his ſpirits, 
being fully aware of the bad conſequences 
that frequently enſue from the ' mind's in- 
fluence upon the body, eſpecially in putrid 


complaints. Having in theſe caſes no time 
to loſe, I immediately proceeded to ſcarify 


the parts as deeply as the nature of them 
; 7 would 
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would admit of, or as circumſtances required. 
After ſtuping the wound extremely well 
with a ſpirituous fomentation, I applied warm 
| -digeſtives, and over them (inſtead of cata- 
plaſms of any kind) ſoft rags moiſtened with 
camphorated ſpirits, and ordered the nurſe 


to dip a ſponge in the ſame every half hour, 
and ſqueeze it over the dreſſings and the 
neighbouring parts, in order to prevent, as 
much as poſſible, the mortification from ex- 
tending itſelf any further. The dreſſings were 
often renewed, on account of the urine's 
flowing ſo frequently through the wound. 


As internal antiſeptics were likewiſe indiſ- 
penſibly neceſſary, I preſcribed an eleQuary 
of Peruvian bark and Virginian ſnake-root, 
to be taken as often, and in as large doſes as - 
his ſtomach would bear, and that it ſhould 
be waſhed down with camphorated julep or 
good Port wine, of both which I allowed 
him to take very freely, His liquors were 
molt of them acidulated with elixir of vi- 
triol, to which was added the aromatic tinc- 
ture, to prevent its offending the ſtomach, 


and at the ſame time to render it more cardiac. 
ö Tehre 
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There was likewiſe prepared for him ſtrong 
rich ſoups, and what is called beef- tea, of 
which he drank plentifully. Opiates were 
adminiſtered the firſt twelve days, and at 
ſuitable intervals, clyſters to keep his bowels 
in a proper ſtate, By theſe means the pro- 
greſs of the mortification was ſoon impeded, 
and in a ſhort time entirely ſtopped. The 
ſloughs began to ſeparate in the courſe of 
twelve days, when I thought it adviſeable to 
attempt regaining the natural paſſage for 
the urine, the whole of which conſtantly 
flowed through the wound ever fince it had 
firſt made an outlet that way. The caruncles 
in the urethra made fo much reſiſtance, that 
four days elapſed before the ſmalleſt bougie 
could be paſſed through them; but as ſoon 
as that point was gained, a bougie was con- 
ſtantly kept in the urethra both night and 
day. The urine by this method ſoon reco- 
vered the natural channel, and in leſs than a 
fortnight, not a drop of it paſſed through the 
wound, which now digeſted well, and in a 
few days incarned, and ſoon after cicatriſed, 
as kindly as could have been expected. By 
continuing the bougies fix weeks longer, the 

| uretha 
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urethra was entirely cleared of all its ob- 
ſtructions, and the parts firmly healed, ſoon 
afterwards, my patient returned to the 
country in high ſpirits, and in a much bet- 
ter ſtate of health than he had been for many 


preceding months. 


SEMINAL GLEE x. 


Havins hitherto made little or no men- 
tion of the ſeminal gleet, I will now offer a 
few obſervations upon the original of that diſ- 
eaſe, and produce ſome particular caſes both 
to illuſtrate the ſubject, and recommend a 
method of cure that has frequently ſucceed- 


ed after every other had proved ineffectual. 


Tur ſeminal gleets or weakneſſes (call 


them by which name you pleaſe) are of all 
others, the moſt difficult to cure, I preſume, 
will not be controverted by any experienced 
practitioner; this difficulty will be encreaſed 
in proportion to the immediate cauſe of the 
diſeaſe, and the contingencies that may at- 
tend it, the habit of body, mode of living, 
climate, profeſſion or occupation, &c. of the 

0 patient. 
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patient, The diſeaſe may ariſe from thoſe 
excreſcences in the urethra, which we term 
caruncles, carnoſities, &c. and it. is ſome- 
times occaſioned by the deſtruction of that 


natural caruncle, the caput gallinaginis ure- 
thre, It originates likewiſe from an acrt- 
monious ſtate of the blood and juices. Some- 
times 1t 1s produced by a general relaxation 
of the whole frame, from whatever cauſe 
ſoever that may take its riſe, whether from 
a ſeries of debaucheries, exceſſive venery, 
ſelf-pollution, &c. &c. 


Is ſome of the foregoing caſes, I have 
demonſtrated that an excreſcence in the ure- 
thra will ſtimulate the bladder (though at 
the diſtance of ſome inches) to ſuch a de- 
gree as to bring on a frequent inclination to 
evacuate its contents; aud when that ſtimu- 
has happens to fix upon the ſeminal ducts, 
the reſervoirs, or the teſticles themſelves, 
ſimilar effects muſt naturally be expected. 
After the ſeminals have been thus ſtimu- 
lated for a length of time, their retentive 
ſaculties muſt indubitably become ſo much 
impaired and weakened, as to admit of very 

frequent 


1 
frequent and involuntary emiſſions. The 
ſame conſequences may alſo be expected, 
when' the blood is much impregnated with 
acrimony of any kind, and a conſiderable 
ſhare of it falls upon any particular organ 
(a gland for inſtance, or its excretory duct) 
the irritation thereby produced muſt excite 
an unnatural ſecretion, as well as expulſion 
of that particular fluid, and will at the ſame 
time alter the quality of it. A long con- 
tinued repetition of this ſtimulus gradually 
relaxes the mouths of the excretory ducts, 
together with their valves or ſphincters, 
thoſe natural obſtacles to involuntary eva- 
cuations ; in fine, they entirely loſe their 
original powers of retention, and the fluid 
is frequently diſcharging itſelf, almoſt as 
ſoon as ſecerned ; or upon the leaſt exertion 
in making urine or going to ſtool, ſuppoſing 
the ſeminal veſſels to have been thus viſited 
by the acrimonious humour. 


C ASE XXIV. 


An Officer in the Navy after having la- 
boured under a ſeminal gleet for fix years 


and upwards, put himſelf under my care a- 
O 2 bout 
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bout two years and a half ſince. His ſpirits, 
ſtrength, appetite, &c. were greatly reduced, 


inſomuch that he was threatened with a to- 


tal loſs of virility. After interrogating him 


as to the cauſe of the diſeaſe, I examined the 
urethra with a bougie, and found it perfectly 
free from obſtruction : I then inſpected the 
colour and conſiſtence of the diſcharge, and 
, ſoon perceived that it had loſt its natural 
texture, and ſeemed to abound with acrimo- 
ny, which upon further enquiry proved to 
be ſcorbutic. He informed me that he had 
been much afflicted with the ſcurvy for ſome 
years previous to the appearance of his pre- 
ſent complaint. Having now inveſtigated the 
cauſe of the diſeaſe, I had but little difficulty 
to apprehend in performing the cure of it; 
as my patient, from his appearance as well 
as promiſes, perſuaded me, that nothing on 
his part would be wanting for the completion 
of it. I had not formed a wrong conjecture; 
for with the greateſt regularity and attention 
he perſeyered in a courſe of antiſcorbutics, 
which in a few months entirely removed his 
gleet, and at the ſame time perfetly re- 


e eſtabliſhed his health in every other reſpect. 


CASE 
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C AS E NXXXV. 

A GENTLEMAN in the county of Middle- 
ſex, applied to me two years ago, on account 
of a ſeminal gleet, to which at times he had 
been for ſome years ſubject, though at inter- 
vals entirely free from it; his vigour there- 
fore was not very much impaired thereby, 
but as the returns of the complaint, had of 
late been more frequent than uſual, he be- 
gan to be very apprehenſive of conſequences. 
Upon examination, I found that the cauſe of 
this gleet might be truly deemed arthritic; 
it was indeed ſufficiently evident from the 
appearance of the diſcharge, and the patient's 
own account of his caſe. The ſemen was 
loaded with a cretaceous matter, ſimilar to 
the chalk ſtones produced by the gout; in 
proof of which he informed me that he had 
been afflicted with the gout many years, 
chalk ſtones had appeared on his feet, but 
that no more of them had formed after the 
cretaceous matter found its way to the ſper- 
matic veſſels, and (as he very rationally ſup- 
poſed) diſcharged itſelf with the ſemen ever 
ſince that period. Being perfectly ſenſible 

” that 
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that the diſeaſe originated from the gout, I 
recommended patience, and a reſignation to 
his fate. The preſcription not ſatisfying him, 
I promiſed to conſider further upon his caſe, 
and exert my beſt abilities to ſerve him. 
After a little reflection, there occurred to my 
memory the caſe of a gentleman, who ſome 
years ſince employed me to cure him of the 
venereal diſeaſe, and as he was greatly afflic- 
ted with the gout, requeſted very earneſtly 
that I would. not give him the leaſt particle 
of mercury; I acquieſced therewith, and in 
the courſe of a few weeks removed his com- 
plaint, merely by the uſe of vegetables. 


SoME time afterwards he informed me, 
that theſe medicines had ſo purified his blood 
and juices, that the gout had not viſited him 
ſo frequently as uſual, and the paroxyſms 
were much milder and of ſhorter duration 
than they formerly had been. He has there- 
fore taken the medicine fince that time as an 
anti-arthritic, The recollection of this cir- 
cumſtance induced me to adminiſter reme- 
dies of a ſimilar kind for the cure of this ar- 
thritic gleet; and I had ſoon the ſatisfaction 
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of perceiving that the diſcharge gradually 
decreaſed, and was leſs and leſs impreguated 


with the chalk, until it entirely diſappeared, 


which happened in about two months: I 
adviſed nevertheleſs a continuance of the 
medicines ſome time longer in order to pre- 
vent a relapſe. The medicines uſed upon 


this occaſion were, diuretics and diaphore- 


tics, in the compoſition of which, camphor 
was no inconſiderable ingredient, 


BerorE we diſmiſs the ſubje&, it may 


not be improper to mention ſome other diſ- 
orders, to which the organs of generation 
are liable from this arthritic acrimony, I 
have been informed, from very good autho- 
rity, of priapiſms originating from the ſame 
ſource ; one in particular, of a gentleman in 
the county of Surry, which is ſaid to have 
continued an incredible length of time. 
Inſtances I have myſelf ſeen where the gout 
bad produced tumefactions of the teſticles, 
to as high a degree as thoſe in venereal caſes, 
and which, like them, have been removed 


by diſcutient fomentations, and emollient ' 


as aſſiſted with powerful ſudorifics 
internally, 
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internally. In theſe caſes opiates likewiſe 
may repeatedly be adminiſtered to very great 


advantage. 


8 E DI.. 


Asour eighteen months ſince, I was 
conſulted by an eminent Artiſt in the vi- 
cinity of London, who had for many years 


/ been troubled with a gleet and obſtructions 


in the urinary paſſage, occaſioned by a clap, 
which was contracted eleven years before. 
There had been, ever fince that period, a 
diſcharge of yellowiſh matter that might 
be ſaid to ebb and flow, being very copious 
at one time, and quite the reverſe at others; 
exceſs of any kind, never failed to encreaſe 


it very conſiderably. Within the laſt three 


years he perceived the urethra to be ma- 
terially obſtructed, and from that time a 
new ſymptom made its appearance, name- 
ly, a mixture of ſemen with the old run- 
ning; in proportion to the encreaſe of 
the caruncles, the ſeminal diſcharge be- 
came more plentiful, inſomuch, that dur- 
ing the laſt four or five months, he very 


ſeldom made urine or went to ſtool, without 


a conſi- 
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| a conſiderable quantity of ſeed being evacu- 
ated at the ſame time. He informed me of 
his having taken large quantities of the moſt 
bracing and ſtrengthening medicines, but 
with no other effect, than a temporary pal- 


liation of the ſymptoms. The long conti- 


nuation of the diſeaſe, added to a cloſe at- 
tention to buſineſs, made terrible havock 
with his conſtitution, reduced him almoſt 
to a ſkeleton, and relaxed his nerves to 
ſuch a degree, as to render life burthen- 
ſome in the extreme. The excreſcences 
had ſo choaked up the urethra, that the 
ſmalleſt bougie could not be paſſed with- 
out great difficulty. I began his cure, by 
attempting to remove theſe obſtructions, be- 


ing fully convinced that no medicine could 


be of uſe till that was effected. I adviſed 


him to wear a bougie both night and day, 


and for as many hours together as the parts 
would admit of, without occafioning pain or 
loſs of reſt, His bowels were at the ſame 
time kept in proper order by the uſe of 
gentle aperients : to which circumſtance it 
will always be found indiſpenſably neceffary 
to attend in every complaint of this nature, 
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both in order to prevent inflammation, and 
to obviate any material exertion in the eva- 
cuation of the fæces. His diet was of the 
moſt nutritious kind, but as he at firſt had 
little or no appetite, I gave him ſtrong de- 


coctions of the woods, which ſoon procured 


one, and at the fame time corrected any 
latent acrimonious humours : after which, 
corroborants and reſtoratives were admi- 
niſtered with the greateſt ſucceſs. By theſe 
means, at the expiration of four months, he 
was ſo far recovered as to imagine himſelf | 
cured ; the medicities however were con- 
tinued ſeven or eight weeks longer, by 
which time his health was 1 F re- 


eſtabliſhed. 


C A'S R © XXXVIE 
ALMosT fimilar to the preceding caſe, 
was that of a Gentleman in the county of 
Cambridge, who had been afflicted for ſe- 
veral years with a ſeminal gleet, and had 


taken a great quantity of medicines of dif- 


ferent kinds, without receiving any mate- 
rial benefit—a circumſtance not to be won- 


dered at, when we conſider that the cauſe 
| of 
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of the diſeaſe had not hitherto been under- 


ſtood, no attention having been paid to a 
caruncle in the urethra, which at laſt en- 
creaſed ſo much, as almoſt entirely ta pre- 
vent the paſſing of his urine; upon this 
account it was that he made application to 
me, having long before given up all ex- 
pectation of removing the ſeminal gleet, 
every effort for that purpoſe having ſo re- 
peatedly proved abortive. Luckily how- 
ever, the ſtoppage of urine obliged him to 
have recourſe to the only method that could 
poſſibly remedy his old diforder. By uſing 
bougies, the urethra was cleared of ob- 
ſtruction in the courſe of a few weeks, in 
conſequence of which, the ſeminal diſ- 


J 


charge gradually abated, and with the af- 


ſiſtance of ſome internal bracers, a radical 
cure was effected in leſs than five months. 


CASE XXXVIL. 


A GENTLEMAN in the weſtern part of 
England, became my patient three years 


ſince, in conſequence of a ſeminal weakneſs 


or gleet, which had been his companion for 
thirteen years, and was at length very near 
4 P 2 putting 
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putting a period to his exiſtence, notwith- 
ſtanding a long continued uſe of the moſt 
powerful reſtoratives both in medicine and 
diet, which had been preſcribed for him by 
ſeveral eminent practitioners. 


Hz had taken aſtringents, balſamics, 
ſtrengtheners and bracers of almoſt every 
kind, large quantities of bark, ſteel, gin- 
ſang, &c. &c. nor was the cold bath omit- 
ted, which in the beginning, he ſaid, af- 
forded a temporary relief, but after a few 
months uſe entirely loſt its effect. The 
diſeaſe had rendered him ſo weak, as to be 
ſcarce able to walk or ſtand upright, and 
his ſpirits were likewiſe proportionably de- 
preſſed. He informed me, that his preſent 
complaints took their riſe from a clap con- 
tracted upwards of thirteen years fince, that 
it was not attended with much pain or in- 
flammation, nor were any of the ſymp- 
toms ſuch, as indicated any high degree of 
virulence ; his ſurgeon however, had ſup. 
plied him very liberally with mercurials 
and draſtic purges, and had continued them 
ſome weeks, by which means his appetite, 
HOP TT ſtrength, 
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ſtrength, &c. were much impaired, and a 
gleet enſued, which from a venereal, dege- 
nerated into a ſeminal one. F requent noC- 
turnal emiſſions of ſemen interrupted. his 
ſleep, and a diſcharge of the ſame kind ge- 
nerally happened whenever he made urine 
or went to ſtool. After having given this 
account, he requeſted to have my opinion 
upon his caſe, My anſwer was; that from 


the long continuance of the venereal gleet, I 1 


ſuſpected ſome excreſcence had formed in 
the urethra, and ſhould that be the caſe, I 
doubted not of rendering him very effential 
ſervice, He replied, ** That he did not 1ma- 
gine there could be any material obſtruction 
in the paſſage, as his urine flowed almoſt as 
well as ever; but that it did not paſs quite ſo 
freely, which he attributed wholly to the 
debility of the parts. However, upon ex- 
amination with a bougie, I found a caruncle 


about four inches up the urethra, which, in 


that place diminiſhed its diameter nearly one 
third part; the reſt of the canal was per- 
fectly free from either ſtricture or any other 
obſtruction; this diſcovery gave my patient 
much pleaſure, and at the ſame time great 

ſurpriſe, 


pt. <P 
£ . \ 2d Xa w 


%\ 


* [ 110 ] 
ſurpriſe, that ſuch a ſubſtance ſhould be 
formed without his perceiving it ; that was 
2 circymſtance, I told him, which frequent- 
ly occurred, and might be very eaſily ac- 


counted for, by only reflecting upon the 


very flow, gradual progreſs of theſe car- 
noſities; in the preſent inſtance above twelve 
years had elapſed during the formation of 
a very ſmall. one, I then adviſed him to 
enter upon the uſe of bougies; and that 
they ſhould remain 1n the urethra as many 
hours as poſſible, both night and day, pro- 
vided neither pain nor inflammation enſued, 

to prevent which, as well as too great efforts 
in diſcharging the fæces; his body was kept 
rather in a laxative ſtate than otherwiſe, by 
taking occaſionally flos ſulphuris, magneſia 
alba, or electarium lenitivum. In the courſe 
of a week he was able to wear the bougies 
twelve hours in the twenty-four ; by which 


means a copious diſcharge of matter was 


produced, and in proportion to that, did the 
caruncle decreaſe, and the ſeminal evacua- 


tion abate. In leſs than a month the carnoſity 


was removed, and with it the ſtimulus which 


had operated ſo powerfully upon the ſperma- 


tic veſſels, &c. At this time I thought cor- 


a roborative 
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roborative medicines would take the deſired 
effect, I accordingly adminiſtered them in as 
large doſes, and as repeatedly as his ſtomach 
would bear, his diet was likewiſe of the moſt 
nutritious kind, and as ſimple as poſſible, all 
high ſeaſoned ſauces, &ec. being ſtudiouſly 
avoided, together with ſpirituous liquors, 
and vegetable acids. By the above method 
this gentleman was reſtored to perfect health 
in the ſpace of eight months; he married 
ſoon after, and has got an heir to his eſtate. 


| In theſe caſes I always recommend animal 
food, or a meat diet in preference to any 
other: and when the ſtomach is too weak to 
admit of it in ſubſtance, ſtrong” ſoups or 
broths muſt be extracted from it, and taken 
very liberally. After meals, à glaſs or two of 
good old Madeira or Mountain wine may be 
drank, and will generally prove beneficial. 
Moderate exerciſe will likewiſe be uſeful, 
but great care muſt be had that it never 
amounts to fatigue. The patient ſhould be 
thinly clad both night and day; riſe early, 


and go to bed the fame, In fine the ſame 


regimen may be obſerved in theſe complaints 
* | as 
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as is generally recommended in thoſe termed 


— 


nervous. 


All excreſcences or carnoſities in the ure- 
thra have not a venereal origin, that, in com- 
mon with every other glandulous membrane, 
may certainly produce them from ſome other 
cauſes; among which, coarſe gravel and ſmall 


rough or ſharp ſtones paſſing through this tube 


may ſometimes occaſion them. An inſtance 
of this kind I remember to have ſeen in a 
Kentiſh farmer, who applied to me on account 
of obſtructions in the urethra, which could 
not be ſuppoſed to ariſe from any venereal 
cauſe, as he ſolemnly declared that he had 
never been ſo iufected. He had however fre- 
quently voided gravel or ſtones with his urine, 
which, I make not the leaſt doubt, gave riſe 


to the excreſcences, from having wounded 
the membrane, which afterwards healed, but 


not without producing theſe fungi. 


-- 


The glandulous membrane that lines the 


noſe, we know will ſometimes ſend forth 


excreſcences named polypi, independent of 


any venereal matter whatever, 
| BxForE 
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Bron we cloſe our obſervations upon 


gleets and weakneſſes, let us turn our 


thoughts upon thoſe which are peculiar to 


the fair ſex, 


Tas leucorrhæ, fluor albus, or the dif- 
eaſe vulgarly termed the whites, though 
often with very great impropriety, the diſ- 
charge being at times as high coloured as 
that produced by the venereal virus itſelf, 
This gleet is the cauſe. of many diſorders, 
and as frequently the conſequence of others. 
It ſometimes ariſes merely from a cacochy- 


mia, at others from a prefſuvium men/ium, 
bad labours, miſcarriages, a general relaxa- 


tion, immoderate venery, acrimonious hu- 


mours, &c. When this diſcharge is very 


copious and of long duration, it produces 
many diſagreeable (if not fatal) effects: it 
may give riſe to the whole tribe of what 
are called nervous complaints, hyſterics, &c. 


and may ſometimes occaſion an erh or 


Ne Aa 


Ir is to be lamented, that they are moſt 
ſubject to this diſorder, who apparently are 
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the leaſt able to fuſtain it, namely, thoſe of 
the moſt delicate frames and conſtitutions. 
A ſedentary mode of living, improper diet, 
too much cloathing, bed-warming and tea- 
drinking, contribute greatly to encreaſe, if 
not to produce, this diſeaſe : the uſe of 
ſtrong liquors (I am afraid) may ſometimes 
be added to the catalogue of cauſes. 


FroM a defire of becoming more deli- 
cate, many good conſtitutions have been 
greatly injured, (if not entirely ruined) by 
the too frequent repetition of phlebotomy 
and ſtrong cathartics. 


Tux pudenda of each ſex being generally 
very much benefited by cold bathing, why, 
in the name of common ſenſe, is it not more 
frequently practiſed? Women, in particular, 
would derive infinite advantage from waſh- 
ing theſe parts regulary night and morning 
with cold water, except at the time of 
menſtruation ; as I believe that few things , 
would tend more to prevent the diſeaſe in 
queſtion than theſe ablutions, if properly 


| purſued, An immerſion of the whole body 


would 
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would certainly be preferable to a partial 
bath, but as the former is not always prac- 
ticable, and is generally attended with great 
trouble and inconvenience, we muſt con- 
tent ourſelves with the latter, Po it 
be diligently we in. 


CerTain ſects are ſtiictly enjoined to 
make frequent ablutions, as a ceremony ot 
duty incumbent on the profeſſors of ſuch 
religions; a cuſtom, however, of this kind, 
(if viewed only in a temporal light) muſt 


be highly beneficial to ſociety. 


Can any good reaſon be aſſigned, why 
the external parts of generation ſhould not 


be as often waſhed as our faces, they muſt. 


certainly require it as frequently, although 
ſeldom expoſed to view ? Courteſans (for 
more reaſons than one) are the ſtricteſt ob- 
ſervers of this ſalutary cuſtom, 


Tux great difficulty attending the cure 
of the fluor albus, may in ſome degree be 
aſcribed to the very lax texture and de- 
pending ſituation of the parts ſubject to this 


diſcharge. 
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I the cure of female gleets, we muſt ad- 
miniſter ſuch alteratives as will remove any 
latent acrimony, and at the ſame time re- 
commend the moſt nutritious diet, together 
with a proper regulation of the other non- 
naturals, After the blood and juices ſhall 
have been ſufficiently purified by the means 
above-mentioned then may balſamics and 
aſtringents be uſed to great advantage. Be 
it remembered alſo, that we muſt not rely 
ſolely upon internals, for it will generally be 
found neceſſary to uſe topical applications 
at the ſame time, viz. lotions and injections, 
which muſt be compoſed of the moſt pow- 
erful aſtringents. The cold bath will like- 
wiſe be of ſervice, where unſound viſcera or 
very great tenderneſs of lungs do not pro- 
hibit the uſe. of it. The alteratives recom» 
mended in the former part of this Eſſay 
will, upon trial, be allowed the moſt effica- 
cious ones in the preſent complaint. Opiates, 
in many ſtages of the diſeaſe, may likewiſe 
be adminiſtered to very great advantage, 


provided they be ſo corrected, as to PVRs 


any material conſtipation of body. 15 
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Or all the non- naturals, a due regulation 
of the paſſions muſt be very ſtrictly attend - 
ed to; nay, it will be found indiſpenſably 
neceſſary, as without it no cure will ever 


be obtained; indeed, it will generally prove 


one grand eſſential in the cure of many 
ſemale complaints. 


THAT the vagina uteri, and its vicinities 
are very liable to great defluctions is ſuffi- 


ciently evident from the diſeaſe juſt now 


mentioned, which in general does not 


make its appearance before the age of pu- 
berty : ſome temales however, even in the 


infant ſtate, experience ſo great a, flow of 


humours as to produce a diſcharge, in 


colour, not unlike the gonorrhœal one, and 
frequently acrimonious enough to occaſion 


much inflammation, pain, and tumefaction 


in theſe parts. Several inſtances of this 
kind have fallen under my inſpection, and i 


upon enquiry, I bave generally found that 


the complaint aroſe either from a ſcorbutic A 


or a, ſerophulous humour. Emollient fo-. 

mentations and cataplaſins, aſſiſted bwith 
gentle purgatives, and mild alterants, will. 
8 ſoon 
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* ſoon abate the ſymptoms, which gehetalty - 
- diſappear in the courſe of a few days; eſ- 
pecially if the diſcharge has torts rather 
copious in the beginning, 
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To prevent a relapſe, it will be neceffary 

to keep the inteſtines in a laxative ſtate, 

which may be eaſily effected by the uſe of 

lac ſulphuris, or magneſia alba; the pre- 

33 fererice however muſt be given to the for- 

| mer, as it will at the fame time prove no 
inſignificant alterative, 
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. Tun moſt obſtinate caſes are ſuch as de- 
= rive their origin from a leprous humour; 
= one of theſe I remember to have ſeen. It 


| 5 wuo.aas attended with a very high degree of 

133 inflammation, and required venæſection, 
3 opiates and cathartics, together with the 

3A 1 moſt powerful internal alteratives, and ex- 


ternal emollients. A compoſition of cam- 
phoor, antimony and ſulphur, was in this 
caſe extremely uſeful; the cure indeed 
might with juſtice be wholly aſcribed to 
it; every ocker medicine having be in⸗ 


effectual. wt | 
I THE 
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Tux cure of gleets and weakneſſes in 
either ſex, will generally require a conſider- 
able time, but if the methods I have re- 
commended be put in practice, and pro- 
perly purſued, I am firmly perſuaded that 

they will very ſeldom fail of ſucceſs. 
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